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A FARMER SPEAKS ON LABOR 


Congratulations to John Daniel on his 
article “Labor, Industry, and the Church.” 
It was very good, and I would like to 
see more articles like it. 

Organized labor is necessary for the 
welfare of the worker, but too often 
a group that has a great deal of power 
doesn’t know where to stop. Labor is 
constantly working for more pay and less 
work. Such things as reducing the work- 
week, raising minimum wages, guaran- 
teed annual wage, and the union shop 
can prove detrimental to our country. 

The closed shop, for instance, is de- 
priving the laborer of one of his basic 
individual rights provided by God and 
guaranteed by our Constitution. The 
danger of this monopolistic trend of 
compulsory unionism and the danger of 
investing too much power in a few lead- 
ers can destroy this country from within. 

When concessions are made to labor, 
it doesn’t necessarily bring up the stand- 
ards of labor but pulls everyone else 
down. As wages rise, costs of production 
rise, the cost of manufactured goods in- 
creases, and everyone’s dollar is worth 
less, including the workingman’s. 

Too often labor doesn’t take into 
consideration the huge investment of 
management in buildings, materials, ma- 
chinery, and tools, while the laborer has 
only his clothes to replace. 

I’m a farmer and an active member 
of our County Farm Bureau. The Farm 
Bureau protects the interests of farmers. 
But we are also concerned about our 
nation as a whole, and we don’t ask for 
anything at the expense of destroying 
our form of government. 

The price of food is high, but the 
share which the farmer gets becomes 
smaller every year. High food prices are 
not the result of prices the farmer gets 
for his products. 

The Farm Bureau has 1,690,000 mem- 
bers, not 690,000. 


Farwell, Tex. GILBERT KALTWASSER 


“UPHOLD THE U.S.A. 
CONSTITUTION” 


’ Thank God for the words of Pastor 
Weber of Wisconsin Dells, Wis. By ap- 
pointing men to uphold the U.S. A. Con- 
stitution which allows us freedom of 
conscience and the choice with whom we 
may pray to the heavenly Father, such 
a man of God has again sounded a call 
for a worship in truth and in the holy 
fear of God. 


Chicago, Ill. E. W. RISCHE 


CHRISTMAS PRESENT 


If it were not for the birth of the 
Christ Child, we would not have the 
happy Christmas season. Let’s remember 
Him with a gift that will help bring souls 
to the knowledge of their salvation. 
Last Christmas I took up a collection 
from my family and sent the money to 
the Lutheran Hour, which reaches many 
lost souls throughout the world, and 
which aids our foreign missions. 


Saginaw, Mich. ALFRED ROSEBROCK 


ONE WAY OF WITNESSING 


After we read the WITNESS, we place 
the issues in the rooms of our motel. 
On July 15 guests from Arizona stayed 
over night. When we mailed to them 
a belt which they left in the room, they 
wrote to thank us and asked: “I would 
like to have had that religious magazine 
which was in our room. Where could 
I obtain one like it? I enjoyed it very 
much.” 

We mailed the LUTHERAN WITNESS to 
them. On other occasions when guests 
left the motel, they asked if they might 
take the LUTHERAN WITNESS with them. 
We are always glad to let them have it, 
and we replace the copies. 

Mr. anp Mrs. JoHN HASSEBROCK 


Mount Pulaski, Il. 
“IN HIGHER RESPECT” 


Our present ministerial graduates are 
better equipped to preach the Gospel 
than many doctors of divinity in other 
churches. 

One of my favorite quotations is what 
the popular National Catholic Action 
weekly Our Sunday Visitor stated about 
us May 20, 1954: “Although we hold the 
Lutheran Church and particularly the 
Missouri Synod in higher respect than 
any other Protestant religion. ...’ Pretty 
strong words, aren’t they? 

Please do not lower the standards of 
our ministerial training. Let’s continue 
to be respected above all other denomi- 
nations. 


Joliet, Ill. Francis S. MEYER 


“STRICTLY LEGENDARY” 


We Christian parents would never 
teach our children to believe in a pagan 
god, nor would we knowingly permit 
such a belief to exist. Or would we? Is 
this omnipresent, omniscient Santa Claus, 
who so adores good works that he flies 
over housetops to reward the good people 
with material gifts, not a god in the eyes 
of a believing child? We need to reassure 
our little ones of the strictly legendary 
nature of Santa Claus, for “whoso shall 
offend one of these little ones which be- 
lieve in Me, it were better for him that 
a millstone were hanged about his neck 
and that he were drowned in the depth 
of the sea.” 

RaupH H. Foster, M. D. 
River Grove, Ill. 


Advent Poem 


The Watchman 
I 
Was guarding 
Bethlehem’s strong gates, 
Built to protect the city 
From conquest by inwading princes. 


Oh, 
Travesty r 
Of time! Had I’but 

Known I was admitting 

God’s vessel bearing the King of Kings! 


Chicago, Ill. EstHER SCHUESSLER 


Thanks After Rain 


Thank God for welcome drops of rain 
On drying hills and thirsted plain! 
May showers of His Word appear 
And likewise fill our home with chee 


All heaven’s windows open wide, 

Let clouds o’er all the countryside 
Pour down Thy ready gifts of love 
And teach us faith in Thee above! 


WALDEMAR B, STREUFERT 


ik 
THE COVER 


The cover design is taken from t 
altar service books used in most of t 
Synodical Conference Lutheran church 
The Liturgy, The Agenda, and T 
Lectionary. 

The left panel symbolizes the chi 
festivals of the Church Year: the fiv 
pointed star for Christmas; the Allelu 
and the Paschal (Passover) Candle f 
Lent and Easter; the Dove (the Ho 
Spirit), the seven burning lamps, the Ck 
Rho (the first letters in the Greek wo 
Christ) for Pentecost; and the thre 
leaved interlacement representing t 
three divine Persons in the Trinity. 

The right panel shows the IHS, Ies 
Hominum Salvator, Jesus, the Savior 
Mankind; the Means of Grace: the Hol 
Scriptures and the Sacraments; the scal 
lop shell with the three waterdrops in 
dicating Father, Son, and Spirit in Bap 
tism; the Communion cup with the wafe 
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bristians, 


eARISE! 


ELIJAH... 


an example of 
Christians 


during Advent 


By ALFRED VON ROHR SAUER 


Professor of Old Testament 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 


uring the season of Advent we 

Christians are both sad and 

happy. We are sad because of 
r sins, but we rejoice because our 
vior cleanses us from our sins. As 
nitent Christians we lament our 
st sins and regret that we commit- 
| them, but as believing Christians 
rejoice and wait in eager antici- 
tion of the coming anniversary of 
r Savior’s birth. 


Eliiah an Advent Type 


There was a time when the Old 
stament prophet Elijah was both 
1 and concerned, and also happy 
d cheerful in his prophetic activity. 
these twin aspects we recognize 
n as an early example of ourselves 
ring the current season of Advent. 
e prophet’s grief and lamentation 
> like a mirror that shows us the 
sery which resulted from our sin. 
it the message of the angel which 
>ered and comforted Elijah is also 
vical of the heavenly message which 
kes us glad on the festival of 
ristmas. 


Dismal Days 


Elijah had just slain the four hun- 
2d and fifty false prophets of the 
1 Baal with the sword. As a result 
ileen Jezebel had become very an- 
y. She had told the prophet that 
> would not rest until she had news 
his death. This threat completely 
nerved Elijah. Hitherto he had 
ne wherever the Lord had sent him; 
w fear for his life moved him to 
mt to get away from everything. 
. felt that the Lord had let him 
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“Elijah and the Angel,’’ Joachim Patinir 


down. He left his servant in the city 
of Beersheba, went out into the wil- 
derness, sat down under a juniper 
tree, and said: “It is enough! O Lord, 
take away my life!” He thought 
that his entire prophetic activity had 
been in vain. He was afraid that 
the heathen worship of Baal would 
now triumph over the true religion. 
Therefore he besought the Lord to 
take his soul from him. 

We Christians sometimes find our- 
selves in a similar situation of utter 
despair. Occasionally it seems to us 
as though sin had gained the upper 
hand in our lives, as if we had con- 
tended against Satan in vain. We 
tend to become sad and concerned 
when we consider that millions of 
our fellow citizens do not want to 
have anything to do with Christ and 
with His church. We regret that there 
are so many members of the church 
who do not attend public worship 
every Sunday, that there are so many 
church families who neglect to send 
their children to the Christian day 
school, that there is so much quarrel- 
ing and dissension among those who 
belong to the church. When we look 
at our own hearts and note how 
perverse and corrupt they are, when 
we consider how often we have sinned 
against God in thought and word and 
deed, then we, too, would like to sit 
down under a juniper tree and sigh 
and groan: “It is enough! O Lord, 
take away my life!” 


Strength from Above 


But there is comfort and refresh- 
ment at hand also for us. The slum- 
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bering Elijah was touched by an 
angel. He heard the angel say, “Arise 
and eat!” And, behold, there was 
bread and water for the prophet. He 
helped himself and was _ refreshed; 
then he again lay down to sleep. 

Thus we, too, are refreshed and 
sustained and strengthened on the 
way through our earthly life. During 
this Advent season God permits us 
to hear the joyful message: “Comfort 
ye, comfort ye, my people, saith your 
God. Speak ye comfortably to Jeru- 
salem.” The one who comforts us is 
not merely an angel, but the very 
Son of God Himself, the virgin-born 
Immanuel, whose birthday we shall 
observe in a few weeks. Of Him we 
are told in those beautiful prophecies 
of old: “Unto us a Child is born, unto 
us a Son is given.” “There shall come 
forth a Rod out of the stem of Jesse.” 

Through His Word this heavenly 
King offers us refreshment. He calls: 
“Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye 
to the waters! Come, buy wine and 
milk without money and _ without 
price!” As the Good Shepherd He 
leads us beside the still waters and 
makes us to lie down in green pas- 
tures and refreshes our soul. When 
we are seated at His table, the ene- 
mies can do us no harm. 

For the second time the angel 
touched the sleeping prophet and 
bade him get up and eat. But this 
time he added the words: “You still 
have a long way ahead of you.” That 
meant it was not yet “enough,” the 
life of Elijah was not yet to come to 
an end. The Lord still had a major 
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ow old is this earth on which 

you and I are spending our pil- 

grimage preparing for heaven? 
Are we to believe that it is almost 
eternal, having existed for billions of 
years? Or are we to believe that its 
age must be measured in thousands 
of years? This is one of the knottiest 
problems we Christians face as we 
compare what Scripture says with the 
opinions and theories of our twen- 
tieth-century scientists. 

The latest scientific estimate of the 
age of the earth places its age at about 
four and one-half billion years. This 
estimate is based on the rate of 
breakdown of certain radioactive 
minerals which are found in various 
rocks. One of these is uranium, the 
raw material from which atomic re- 
actors and atom bombs are made. 
In the course of time this element 
breaks down, or disintegrates, into 
lead. The rate at which this disin- 
tegration takes place is fixed and con- 
stant. We know of no way in which 
it can be speeded up or slowed down. 
Most chemical reactions can be 
speeded up by the addition of heat or 
slowed down by cooling, but this is 
not the case with the disintegration 
of uranium. It goes on at a fixed rate 
regardless of the temperature. 

Certain types of lead are known to 
come from uranium, and where these 
leads are found in the rocks, it is as- 
sumed that they have resulted from 
the disintegration of uranium. By a 
series of ratios and computations it 
is determined how long it would take 
for that much lead to be produced 
from uranium, and that figure is usu- 
ally regarded as giving the age of that 
rock, Other types of calculations in- 
volving the decay processes of tho- 
rium are also made as well as calcula- 
tions involving decay processes in 
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How Old Is the Earth? 


By JOHN W. KLOTZ, Professor of Biology, Concordia Teachers College, River Forest, Ill. 


other elements. All of these calcula- 
tions indicate to the scientists that the 
earth is about four and one half bil- 
lion years old. 

What shall we say in the face of 
such scientific evidences and proce- 
dures? First of all, we should recog- 
nize the honesty of the men who are 
carrying out these tests and calcula- 
tions. Most of them are sincere seek- 
ers after the truth, using the methods 
and techniques of human reason that 
are available. They are not con- 
scious and deliberate agents of Satan 
bent on overthrowing the faith of 
Christians. They are honestly trying 
to determine how old the earth is. 
We may not agree with their findings, 
but we should recognize their honesty 
and sincerity. 

We should also recognize that 
there are evidences such as these 
from uranium which can be inter- 
preted as indicating that the earth is 
old and that there are problems in 
explaining these and some of the 
other observations we make. For in- 
stance, in a number of places there 
are beds of diatomaceous earth. Dia- 
toms are microscopic water plants. 
It is believed that these beds result 
when diatoms die and sink to the 
bottom of the sea. Some beds of dia- 
tomaceous earth in California are 
more than 1,400 feet thick. It is esti- 
mated that in a single cubic inch of 
diatomaceous earth there may be as 
many as forty million individual dia- 
toms. It would seem that to form 
a bed 1,400 feet thick would take 
many, many years. 


Problems 


We must expect that such prob- 
lems will exist from time to time. The 
Bible does not give us all the informa- 
tion we should like to have. Its chief 
purpose is to make us wise unto sal- 
vation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
In keeping with this purpose it is not 
and does not claim to be an encyclo- 
pedia of scientific information. It 
seems to indicate the earth is young, 
but it does not tell us how these beds 
of diatomaceous earth have originated 
in the period of time that the earth 
has stood. 

Nor should we be unduly dis- 
turbed when confronted with these 
problems. It is’ Satan who suggests 
that we give up our faith when con- 
fronted with questions we cannot an- 
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swer and with scientific evidences th 
seem to go counter to Scripture. Th 
Bible has been under attack before 
also for its scientific statements, and 
it has always been vindicated whe 
all of the evidence became availabl 
Solomon was criticized when h 
spoke of harvesting ants in Prov. 6: 
The leading biologists of the 18th an 
19th centuries stated categoricall 
that there were no harvesting ants 
that Solomon had observed ants car 
rying their pupal cases to places a 
safety when their nests were dis 
turbed, and that he had mistake 
these pupal cases for grain. Yet i 
1871 and 1872 Moggridge demon 
strated beyond all doubt the existenc 
of harvesting ants in Palestine and i 
other Mediterranean countries. 


Assumptions 


We should also recognize that th 
evidences for the age of the earth res 
on a number of premises and assump 
tions not all of which are necessaril 
correct. When it is said that th 
amount of lead and uranium in 
given rock shows that that rock i 
several billion years old, it is assume 
that when they originated the rock! 
contained none of the lead whic 
uranium and thorium produce. It i 
assumed, furthermore, that the lea 
recovered from these rocks has com 
from a single original rock mass an 
has not been mixed with lead fro 
another source. It is also assume 
that the rate of decay, which is con 
stant today, has been constant sinc 
the time of the origin of the rocks 
It is possible that none of these as 
sumptions is correct. 


A Functioning Earth 


We know that God created a func 
tioning earth. The trees He create 
were not seeds or seedlings but full: 
mature trees producing fruit. He cre 
ated the fowls of the air and not jus 
the eggs from which they were 
hatch. Adam was an adult man whe 
God fashioned him from the dust o 
the earth, and Eve was an ad i 


stars four years to reach the ea 
their light was seen already on 


It is obvious that God must have cr 


d the light of these: stars already 
its way just as He created the light 
more distant stars already on its 
y. 
So likewise, in creating a func- 
ning earth, God may well have 
sated in the rocks some of those 
ments which in the course of 
lioactive decay are derived from 
anium and thorium. At least one of 
2m, radium, is of considerable value 
us. God may very well have placed 
me radium into the rocks at Crea- 
n so that a sufficient quantity would 
available to us. If this were the 
se, dating of the rocks based on the 
sumption that they contain only 
anium and thorium to begin with 
uuld be incorrect; the figures de- 
ed would be too high. 
Nor is it necessarily correct that 
» lead recovered from the rocks has 
come from a single original rock. 
ere is considerable geological evi- 
nee for the mixing of rocks par- 
ularly as a result of volcanic ac- 
ity. In the course of such mixing 
is possible that certain elements 
ve come together in a single rock, 
hough they were originally part of 
1umber of rocks. Thus a rock may 
ntain lead from a number of rocks, 
d this large quantity may give it 
> appearance of being much older 
an it really is. 
So far as the constancy of the rate 
decay is concerned, scientific rea- 
ning assumes that processes went 
in the past at the same rate at 
1ich they are going on at present 
less there is evidence to the con- 
wry. Since there is no such evidence 
the case of the decay of uranium 
d thorium, it is assumed that this 
ocess has always gone on at the 
te which characterizes it today. At 
> same time we know that new dis- 


signment for him; He still wanted 
use him in His service. These 
yrds made Elijah happy and gave 
m new courage. He ate and drank, 
d on the strength of such nourish- 
ont he traveled for forty days and 
‘ty nights until he came to Mount 
nai, where the Lord gave him fur- 
sr directives. 
If during this season of Advent it 
sms to us that this world no longer 
eds us, that life has no more duties 
assignments for us, then the Angel 
Promise also comes to us and says, 
‘hristians, arise! You still have 
long way ahead of you!” We dare 
t say that our time is up, for the 
rd still wants to use us for further 
rvice. Even if we are not able to 
wrk as energetically as we used to, 
en if the infirmities and weaknesses 
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coveries are being made constantly, 
and it is possible that we may find 
some way unknown to us today in 
which this process may be speeded up. 


No Uniform Agreement 


There are other reasons, too, why 
we may well hesitate to accept with- 
out question the findings of modern 
geologists and physicists. There are 
several methods of dating rocks. 
These methods do not always agree. 
Indeed we might say that close agree- 
ment is the exception rather than the 
rule. This is not to say that one 
method dates the rocks as being six 
thousand years old and _ another 
method assigns to it an age of six mil- 
lion years. Most of the methods agree 
in assigning a very great age to the 
rocks that have been dated. How- 
ever, a difference of 150% is not un- 
usual. One method may date the rock 
as being, let us say, three million 
years old; another method may assign 
an age of seven and one half million 
years to the same rock. 

It is interesting to note that some 
recent research has tended to shrink 
time. Radiocarbon dating, as devel- 
oped by Dr. Libby at the University 
of Chicago, has shown us that some 
events have taken place more re- 
cently than was once assumed and 
that some processes do not take so 
long as it was once thought. While 
there are problems in connection with 
this method and while there are also 
possibilities of error so that we must 
not accept its findings without quali- 
fication, it is interesting to note that 
this method has moved up the time of 
the last so-called Ice Age from 20,000 
years ago to 10,000 years ago. Studies 
conducted by Dr. Smith on sediments 
taken from the Gulf of Mexico have 


Christians, ARISE! 


(Continued from page 3) 


of age make our work very difficult 
for us, we still have some important 


jobs to carry out. 


Therefore we want to serve and 
toil wherever the Lord has placed us. 
Perhaps we will have to go out into 
the fields again or back into the fac- 
tory or into our place of business or 
out into the kitchen. Perhaps our as- 
signment will have to do with our 
family and home or with our church 
and school or with our people and 


country. Wherever we may go, we 


have the assurance that our Lord will 
go with us according to His promise. 
In fact, He will go ahead of us as our 
Guide. He will always lead us on 
the right path, He will be the Good 
Shepherd who constantly looks out 
for His sheep, who protects them 
against all harm and danger until 
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shown the presence of hydrocarbcns 
in material that is believed to be 
10,000 years old. These studies were 
hailed by Science News Letter as evi- 
dence that oil can be formed in much 
less than the one million years 
thought necessary for its formation. 


The Bible Indicates 
a Young Earth 


One final question remains: What 
does the Bible say about the age of 
the earth? Many of us are familiar 
with the calculations of Bishop 
Ussher, who placed the date of crea- 
tion at 4004 B.C. This figure is not 
inspired: God does not require that 
we believe the earth is only 6,000 
years old. It is quite likely that 
Ussher made some errors in his cal- 
culations, and it is probable that his 
figure is too small. 

At the same time the Bible seems 
to indicate that we are living on a 
young earth. This globe has not stood 
for billions of years, but its age must 
be measured in thousands of years. 
God apparently did not feel it neces- 
sary to tell us exactly how old the 
earth is. Yet it seems that He wants 
us to believe that it originated only 
thousands rather than millions and 
billions of years ago and that it came 
into existence by His almighty power. 
The Biblical record emphasizes 
throughout that our world is not the 
result of an evolutionary process of 
some kind, but a product of God’s 
creative acts. 

The Christian who accepts Scrip- 
ture in humble faith will have little 
difficulty in believing this even though 
there may be problems that he can- 
not solve and even though many 
learned and intellectually honest men 
may hold a different opinion. 


they finally 
goal. 

When our Lord says to us during 
these days of Advent: “Christians, 
arise! There is still much to be done,” 
then let us obey these words with 
cheerful and willing hearts! At His 
word we want to go out and do what 
He has told us to do. We want to 
tell all the world about the Savior 
and His love for sinners. We want to 
use the glorious means which He has 
given us for our strengthening and 
comfort: His holy Word and Sacra- 
ment. 

Throughout the long way ahead of 
us we want to keep our objective ever 
before our eyes: the mountain of God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem. In this sense 
let us observe the Advent summons: 
“Christians, arise!” 


reach their heavenly 


ynod’s Board of Directors conducted 
meetings November 2 and 3 on the 
campus of Valparaiso University. The 
first day was a joint meeting with the 
Valparaiso Board of Trustees and Ad- 
visory Board. These joint meetings 
seem to have become traditional. For 
the past five years they have been held 
annually, about the time of the Refor- 
mation Festival. They have given Syn- 
od’s Board an opportunity to get first- 
hand information about our Lutheran 
university. 

It was encouraging to hear the treas- 
urer, John A. Sauermann, report that 
the portion assigned to Valparaiso from 
last year’s “Building for Christ” effort 
proved to be a real boon and did much 
to stabilize the financial status of the 
ur iversity. Furthermore, the amount 
allocated from the collection for the 
building of the Chapel-Auditorium is 
now being used. Building” operations 
are under way. The Board was also 
given the opportunity to hear reports 
on the academic work being done in 
the various departments. As in other 
years, the Board again attended a con- 
vocation in which the Reformation was 
emphasized. Only a part of the student 
body can get into the chapel. Everyone 
is eagerly looking forward to the com- 
pletion of the new Chapel-Auditorium. 


Separate Board Meeting 


On November 3, Synod’s Board of 
Directors held its separate meeting. 
Much time was spent on the financial 
report of Dr. Walter H. Schlueter, 
Treasurer of Synod. At this season of 
the year the ever-recurring question 
. whether we shall be able to collect the 
full amount of the budget must receive 
attention by the Board. One of the ob- 
ligations placed upon the Board by 
Synod reads: “The Board of Directors 
shall balance the budget as nearly as 
possible and shall be authorized to do 
any and all things necessary or expedient 
to accomplish this end.” (Synodical 
Handbook, 2.79.b.) The year 1956 will 
be a real test. The Fiscal Conference 
raised the budget for this year very 
considerably, because from many areas 
of Synod the appeal was loudly voiced 
that we should not come with extra 
collections but should place everything 
into the budget. The total for 1956 is 
$12,900,000.. This includes such sums 
as were usually raised by extra collec- 
tions. 

Will the total budget be reached? 
Frankly, we cannot predict this exactly. 
We are hopeful. We have consulted the 
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men of our Stewardship Department. 
They as well as the Stewardship Com- 
mittees in the Districts have been put- 
ting forth great efforts to apprise the 
members of our congregations of the 
urgency to give God a proportionate 
share of their income. If everyone did 
this, the matter would be simple, and 
the budget would be fully met. 

The Board therefore pleads that all 
those congregations who have not yet 
done their “fair share” consider that 
the costs of maintaining our colleges 
and seminaries; the salarying of our 
professors; the training of our pastors, 
teachers, and missionaries; the sending 
of missionaries to mission stations at 
home and abroad, and so forth, are also 
their own obligation. Take this matter 
very seriously. If we permit the treas- 
ury of Synod to incur a large debt, then 
the Board will be compelled to suggest 
an extra collection again. No one wants 
this to happen; if we put forth a real, 
God-pleasing effort, such a collection 
will not become necessary. 

How about a Christmas gift for the 
Christ Child by making a special con- 
tribution for Christ’s cause? 


The Present Situation 


Our Treasurer informed us that it 
has become necessary to borrow a large 
sum from the bank to carry on Synod’s 
business. He hopes that this will be 
merely temporary and that this indebt- 
edness may be liquidated when the 
books for this year will be closed. 

We also heard some encouraging 
news from Dr. Schlueter about several 
bequests made to Synod. Have you 
ever thought of adopting Synod as one 
of your children when you draw up 
your last will and testament? Let the 
cause of Christ Jesus share equally with 
your children. 


_The Church Extension Fund 


A special meeting of representatives 
from our larger Districts, chiefly in the 
central part of the U.S.A., had been 
arranged for the day after I returned 
to St. Louis from the Orient, to deter- 
mine what can be done to increase our 
Synod’s Church Extension Fund. Our 
Church Extension Board informed us 
that it had urgent requests for $1,700,- 
000, but at the time it had only about 
$57,000 available. The Districts in 
which the most extensive amount of 
mission work must be done are numer- 
ically smaller Districts. They have no 
large sums in their Church Extension 
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Funds. They need our aid. They need 
it desperately. 

Our Mission and Church Extensio 
Boards informed our synodical conven: 
tion that in view of the increase of ou 
population and the so-called populatio 
thrusts we must think in terms of open 
ing 135 missions annually in the Unite 
States and Canada. This is by n 
means visionary or extraordinary. It i 
based on conservative figures. This 1 
normal progress in view of the golde 
opportunities which God has placed be 
fore us. 

According to the best figures avail 
able, conservative calculations prompt 
us to state that within the next te 
years $25,000,000 will be needed. 
Some of this will come as repayment 
on outstanding loans. But more tha 
one half of the total sum mentione 
must be raised through gifts or loans 

A special effort is to be made t 
persuade many of our people to len 
to the Church Extension Fund. Thé 
effort must be gotten under way. We 
are happy to state that William Fensk 
has consented to get it started. He de 
sires to do this without remuneration 
We thank him for it. 

Here are a few excellent. quote 
from a new pamphlet: 

“Your savings are working for th 
church and you. God’s Bank loan 
them to new congregations to buil 
chapels. 

“Established in its home of worship 
the congregation begins to repay it 
loan. 

“The steady flow of paid-back 
funds is loaned to other missions to 
build more chapels.” 

Thus your dollars in the Churel 
Extension Fund, God willing, will con- 
tinue to work until the return of out 
Lord on Judgment Day. 

Someone may complain that this 
entire article speaks of money. Pleas 
do not complain. Jesus often spoke o 
giving. Rather view the dollars as 
something used in the building o 
Christ’s kingdom. Thank God that He 
enabled you to put your dollars to work 
for the Savior’s kingdom. © 

Finally, we surely can give. We are 
rich. Just think of the automobiles in 
which we ride, the homes in which we 
live, the clothing we wear, the food w 
eat, the luxuries we enjoy, and ther 
let us think of the people in other 
countries, in India, in Hong Kong, i 
the Philippines. We are rich. We c 
give. May God grant us the willing 
ness and the joy to do so! 


JoHN W. BEHNKEN 


The Praler 
W) 


He Shall Come Down 
Like Showers 


Psalm 72:6,7: “He shall come 
lown like rain upon the mown grass; 
ss showers that water the earth. In 
Zis days shall the righteous flourish; 
md abundance of peace so long as 
he moon endureth.” 


pa parts of our country it rains a 
great deal. As a result, the country- 
ide is always green, the flowers 
loom in profusion, and majestic 
orests rise. There is life and re- 
reshment in rain; it brings forth life. 

The psalmist uses the rain as a 
ymbol of Christ and of the multi- 
lied blessings He brings. We should 
hink again of these blessings during 
his Advent season, as we prepare for 
tis coming. 

As we travel across the great 
lesert expanses in the western part 
f our land, we have a graphic re- 
ninder cf what happens to a region 
hat enjoys no rain. The land is arid, 
he scene bleak, the growth sparse. 

Man’s heart is that way by nature. 
arched by sin and blighted by un- 
elief, it is devoid of spiritual life. 
such a heart brings forth no fruit. 

But the promise of Advent is that 
yod will send a gentle, life-giving 
hower upon the barren hearts of 
nen. That shower is Christ, who de- 
cends to earth in all the fullness of 
lis mercy, creating faith, transform- 
ig life, enkindling love. 

The psalmist speaks of the bless- 
ngs of the Messiah’s reign: “In His 
ays shall the righteous flourish; and 
bundance of peace so long as the 
n00n endureth.” Our Lord gives no 
romise of a warless world, an earthly 
Jtopia. He holds out to us a better 
nd more enduring hope. 

His kingdom is the realm of grace. 
Vithin that blest domain “the right- 
ous flourish” — made pure and holy 
nd free through faith in His re- 
eeming love. And under His spiritual 
ominion there shall be “abundance 
f peace” — peace between God and 
1an, the peace of which the Christ- 
las angels sang, the peace brought to 
arth by the Prince of Peace Himself. 

Of that kingdom we by grace are 
1embers. Of that righteousness we 
y grace partake. And of that peace 
ye by grace shall be the eternal heirs. 


Tuomas COATES 
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Words of Life 
> 


“Freely ye have received, freely 
give.” MATTHEW 10:8 


his word “freely” (that is, “as a free 

gift”) with which Jesus sends out 
the apostles is the signature of divine 
compassion. It was because Jesus was 
“moved with compassion on the mul- 
titudes” that He commissioned and 
sent the Twelve. 

The distinctive quality of this 
divine compassion upon the harassed 
and helpless is, then, that it is no 
mere mood or temper of pity but is 
action, is giving. The Twelve had 
taken the measure of this compassion 
long before Jesus sent them out as 
its proclaimers and bearers. 

With reckless and unlimited self- 
giving (“The Son of Man hath not 
where to lay His head”) Jesus had 
spelled out in golden deeds the pure 
and unrestricted mercy of God — to 
the leper whom Israel had to shun, to 
the Gentile from whom Israel was 
separated, to the woman whom the 
Jew despised (Matt. 8:1-15). It is 
surely no accident that Matthew was 
moved to place just these three mir- 
acles first in his account. With a 
mercy that was an almighty motion, 
He had written in act God’s triumph 
over all that threatened the life of 
man — over storm, over powers of 
Satan, over sin (“Thy sins be forgiven 
thee. .. . Arise and walk!”), and over 
death (Matthew 8 and 9). 

To be disciple and apostle of Jesus 
means being called and taken up into 
the movement of this gift — compas- 
sion of God; it means seeing in the 
need and agony of men the great 
harvest-opportunity of the God of 
mercy; it means taking this fact seri- 
ously, first of all, in prayer — “Pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest 
that He will send forth laborers into 
His harvest” (Matt. 9:38). 

To be a disciple of Jesus, to be 
the heir of His apostles, means seeing 
the meaning of all history and all life, 
with all its opportunities for work and 
action in the fact that, as all men have 
sinned, so they are “justified freely by 
his grace”; that the God of almighty 
compassion is moving all history to 
the great goal of His giving, where He 
shall wipe away all tears from men’s 
eyes— He is moving toward the 
great, final giving: “I will give unto 
him that is athirst of the fountain of 
the water of life freely” (Rev. 21:6). 


MARTIN H. FRANZMANN 
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Table of Duties 


“The laborer is worthy of his 
hire.” LUKE 10:7 


hristians owe their faithful pastors 

three things: honor, obedience, 
and financial support. We shall take 
the last first. 

Our Christian people love their 
pastors. This deep-rooted love is 
openly expressed especially when their 
beloved pastor accepts a call to 
another congregation. 

Yet in spite of this sincere love a 
goodly number of our ministers are 
underpaid. There has been much im- 
provement in recent years. Neverthe- 
less, there are substantial congrega- 
tions who pay their Christian day 
school teachers $900 to $1,000 less 
a year than public school teachers in 
the same city receive for less work 
and less responsibility. 

The amazing fact is that too often 
these congregations never give it a 
thought that such action is wrong. In- 
stead, they conjure up all manner of 
excuses, which have been repeated so 
often that some church members ex- 
cuse the underpaying of their laborers. 

As a member of a Christian con- 
gregation you are an employer when 
you call a worker into your congre- 
gation. It should be a matter of con- 
science to offer him sufficient salary, 
so that he need not worry about pro- 
viding for his family. Of course, you 
can’t pay him for the Gospel, for the 
comfort and peace he brings through 
the Gospel. But you can provide him 
a living to perform his duties as he 
ought to do and desires to do. 

The Bible says: “The laborer is 
worthy of his hire,” Luke 10:7. “The 
laborer is worthy of his reward,” 
1 Tim. 5:18. Both of these passages 
are speaking about pastors and the 
wages due them. Read also Gal. 
GiGi aor. 93145 “and \1/Tim.5: 
Lets 

A labor leader remarked  re- 
cently: “There are few corporations 
which treat their employees as miser- 
ably as does the church.” 

What a pitiful reputation! May 
God have mercy upon us! He always 
has mercy where His people confess 
their sins and repent. 

May the presidents and steward- 
ship chairmen, filled with God’s spirit, 
lead their congregations to confession 
of sin, repentance, and God-pleasing 
action in setting up the budget. 


ARTHUR E. GRAF 


EDITO 


The Church’s New Year 


The season of Advent has come again and with it the 
dawn of a new church year. What does it mean to us? 

The new church year is a year of grace. As we look 
back over the old church year, we cannot but be dejected 
and regret our numberless sins, faults, and shortcomings 
despite our firm resolves. Who can ponder such a Bory, 
record and not feel humbled and crushed? 

But a new year of grace has dawned, the grace chink 
the inspired prophet Jeremiah reassuringly proclaimed 
more than two thousand years ago: “His compassions fail 
not; they are new every morning.” 

This grace is offered to us even now. God has not 
tired of forgiving the penitent sinner. He continues to 
tell mankind of His never-failing mercy. The Gospel of 
His grace will be proclaimed to the end of time. God 
would perform the good work which He has begun in us. 

The observance of the church year emphasizes these 
blessings. The appointed church festivals and seasons, the 
reading of appropriate Scripture lessons each Sunday and 
holy day, and the fitting hymns and timely sermons lead 
us again and again to ponder and appreciate the wonders 
of God’s love. We review the life and works of Jesus 
for our soul’s health, and we experience new inspiration 
and strength to show forth our faith by Christian conduct 
and witness. We hear anew the whole counsel of God for 
our salvation. 

To experience these blessings requires faithful and de- 
vout use of the means of grace, the hearing and reading 
of God’s Word and partaking of the Sacrament. Advent 
sounds the call to seize this renewed offer of divine grace. 
Lay hold upon it! This church year may be your last. 


How Long Shall Church Officers 


Serve? 


Many churches have deemed it advisable to limit the 
‘service of its officers to two successive terms, after which 
a year must elapse before they can serve in the same 
capacity. Other congregations allow unlimited re-election 
to the same office. 

Both systems have advantages and disadvantages. When 
a man has taken his appointment seriously and demon- 
strated his ability, consecr ation, and humility, it would be 
advantageous indeed for the congregation to retain him 
as long as he is willing to serve. But experience has 
shown that not infrequently church officers have given 
the impression that they think themselves indispensable, 
insisting that the program of the church be carried on 
according to their ideas. Such an attitude cannot fail to 
be harmful to the church and discouraging to the members. 
Too, the sudden failure to be re-elected would be a shock 
and looked upon as a rebuff by some, causing them to 
become resentful and to withdraw from church activity. 
All this can be avoided if it is understood at the outset - 
that no man may hold the same office more than two terms. 

On the other hand, the limitation of the term of office 
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makes possible a rotation of officers and the training of 
new ones. Over the years a majority of the voting mem-f 
bers will have the opportunity to serve as officers and te | 
gain valuable experience in church work, the end result 
being a more enlightened membership, which intelligently 1 
and cheerfully works with the pastor in carrying on thef 
Father’s business. Faultfinding does not thrive where such} 
understanding of Christian church work prevails. | 

| 

| 


Ambition or Greed? | 


“Can a person be both content and ambitious?” Thatf 
question raised quite a discussion in an adult instruction] 
class. The discussion revealed that some members were} 
not clear regarding the relationship of contentment, smug} 
self-satisfaction, greed, ambition, and motivation. | 

Some failed to realize that Biblical motivation, namely,} 
love, will make a person have ambition and that the prin- 
ciples of Christian stewardship will compel a Christian 
to show great zeal and energy in better service to his Lord 
and his fellow men. Others had lost sight of the fact! 
that too often worldly ambition is simply a good-sounding 
word for greed. In the mind of still others contentment 
was identical with smug self-satisfaction. 

Every Christian should know that as a child of God 
who trusts in the gracious promises of the Savior he can 
and should be content and yet not smugly satisfied with 
himself. In the enjoyment of God’s love in Christ he will 
likewise have a powerful motivation for a God-pleasing 
ambition and at the same time avoid all soul-destroying 
greed. 


Stay with It! 


Many people do not know that they are by nature 
religious. The Government of the U.S. has recognized 
this fact by providing chaplains and chapels for members 
of the Armed Forces. Nevertheless there are men and 
women who proudly say, “I am not a religious person.” 

Millions of Americans, it is true, are seeking to satisfy 
their religious cravings. Frequently these people become 
the prey of the charlatan because they do not “try the 
spirits whether they are of God.” But at least the seekers 
perceive that they are religious. | 

To gratify other natural cravings, men and women are 
always looking for the “best” —the best bread, the best 
TV program, the best doctor, the best bargain. Why new 
satisfy religious cravings with the best religion? 

And when a man has found the best religion, ae 
should he do with it? Stay with it! 

Lutherans have found the Christian religion to be th 
best religion because it thoroughly answers their needs. 
Through Jesus Christ it offers forgiveness of sins, life, and 
salvation. Who could ask for more, freely given b 
a gracious and merciful God? 

Stay with it! Make the most of your religion. Work 
with your fellow Lutherans to bring more people to Chris 


Rocer L. Sommer, Editor, English District Edition 
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God’s Husbandry 


“Ye are God’s husbandry.” This is one of the three 
atements which concludes the first section of 1 Corin- 
iians 3. Here the apostle Paul dwells upon the fact that 
r the peace of the church we must realize who we are: 
struments of God in the building of His kingdom. God 

the Giver of all spiritual life, and we are “laborers 
gether with God” as we employ the tool of His redemp- 
ve purposes, the Word of God, entrusted to us. 

“Husbandry” is a rural term. The marginal reading in 
ir Bible is “tillage.” The Greek word means “a culti- 
ated field.” God is the georgos —the Farmer. You 
id I are the tillage. He works in us and through us. 
s a field can do nothing by itself, except raise weeds, so 
e can do nothing by ourselves. But a field properly 
eded and faithfully cultivated can become a thing of 
sauty and a source of sustenance. God can use us for 
‘eat ends. Through us He can bring eternal life to help- 
ss men. This is both our glory and our challenge. 

If we are God’s husbandry on this high spiritual plane, 
hat shall be said of us in relation to other levels of 
ving? Let’s remember who we are in every relationship 
life. There is nothing about which we can boast in 
‘ide and say, “This is mine,” or, “See what I have done!” 
he farmer cannot call his land his own; the laborer can- 
»t claim his skills as a private possession; the banker and 
.e businessman are not lords but servants of others. Who 
e are and what we have and what we do must always 
> viewed in terms of the larger stewardship and in rela- 
on to long-range Kingdom purposes. 

Our work in life, if we are Christians, is glorious pre- 
sely for the reason that we are God’s husbandry. It is 
od who bestows upon us the vital power that makes our 
ork efficacious. 

It is no exaggeration to say that the problems of the 
1urch relating to stewardship, unity, missions, education, 
anpower, and the like, will vanish in the measure that 
e grasp the meaning and act upon the import of the 
ttle rural phrase “God’s husbandry.” — L. W. Hemwemann, 
. “Rural Life Bulletin,” Iowa West, September 1956. 


Small Potatoes 


Many years ago the Chinese farmers went on the theory 
at they could eat all their big potatoes and keep the 
nall potatoes for seed. They did this for some time. They 
e the big potatoes; they planted the small potatoes. 

new understanding of the laws of life came to them 
hen, through the years during which they kept up this 
ractice, nature reduced all their potatoes to the size of 
arbles. The Chinese farmers learned through bitter ex- 
rience that they could not keep the best things of life 
r themselves and use the leftovers for seed. The law of 
fe decreed that the harvest would reflect the planting 
ason. 

Planting small potatoes is still a common practice. We 
ill take the big things of life for ourselves and plant the 
1eaper things. We expect that by some crazy twist of the 
ws of nature our own selfishness will reward us with 
aselfishness. We cannot eat the big potatoes and still keep 
1 having them through the years. “Be not deceived; God 

not mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
> also reap.” 

Planting small potatoes simply means that this is what 
e are aiming for.—C. H. Scumirz in “Windows Toward 
od” in St. John’s Lutheran, Denver, Colo. 
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“when other helpers fail and comforts flee. 
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Whats the Anuwea? 


Question: Will you explain how a church of our Synod can 
justify letting women vote at a voters’ assembly? 


Answer: See synodical resolution in July 31 Lu- 
THERAN WITNESS, page 12. 


Question: What stand does our church take on the question 
of honoring Sunday school certificates from other churches, 
when a child on a visit or vacation is unable to attend a 
Lutheran Sunday school? 


Answer: As long as our church cannot see its way 
clear because of doctrinal differences to have altar 
and pulpit fellowship with other denominations, we 
cannot honor their Sunday-school certificates. We 


would be creating the impression that doctrinal dif- 


ferences mean little or nothing, also in the minds of 
the little ones whom we should be training to cling 
to the truth and to shun error. By honoring such 
certificates we would also be encouraging our chil- 
dren to attend other Sunday schools, even though 
the Word is not taught in its truth and purity. Since 
the awarding of certificates is merely an adminis- 
trational and promotional device which aims at more 


faithful Sunday-school attendance, it would be far 


better to allow our children a Sunday or two an- 
nually without demerit for just such situations in 
which they cannot locate a Sunday school of the 
Synodical Conference. Surely the award system 
should not be permitted to lead us to a violation of 
the principles for which our church stands. 


Question: Will you please explain Christ’s words “‘If ye have 
faith as a mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, 
Remove hence to yonder place, and it shall remove; and 
nothing shall be impossible unto you’’ (Matt. 17:20)? 


Answer: Christ’s reference is not to saving faith in 
God’s gracious promise of pardon for Jesus’ sake, but 
to the so-called miracle faith, the firm conviction of 
a Christian of being able to do miraculous things. 
David gave expression to such faith in Ps. 18:29: 
“For by Thee I have run through a troop, and by 
my God I have leaped over a wall.” Peter also had 
this faith when he suddenly grasped the lame beggar’s 
hand at Solomon’s porch and made him walk (Acts 
3:6,7). Many other examples could be cited. 


It is significant that for His comparison Jesus 
uses mustard seed. It sprouts quickly and matures 
rapidly into a tree, in whose branches the birds find 
a lodging place. Even a little faith will, in a crisis, 


- shoot up into a mighty power, which can accomplish 


feats which were thought utterly impossible. To 
manifest such faith, Jesus sought to stimulate the 
disciples when their lack of faith hindered them from 
liberating a demon-possessed boy. These words also 


exhort us to trust more fully in Him with whom 


nothing shall be impossible (Matt. 19:26), especially 


” 
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.. Our Venture of Faith!... 


@ Upon his return from our mission fields in the far 
Pacific, Dr. John W. Behnken, Synod’s President, said: 


@ “You recall singing these words in our mission hymn: 
The heathen in his blindness 
Bows down to wood and stone. 


@ “Tt is an idle wish, but how my daughter and I wish that 
every member of Synod could have seen what we saw on this 
trip. There were thousands of altars and shrines, pagan gods of 
wood and stone, with millions bringing gifts, sacrifices, and 
prayers to dumb gods in these benighted lands. 


“@ Ruins of St. Paul’s 
Church in Macao, The 
cross atop this ruin is said © 
to have inspired the hymn 
“In the Cross of Christ 

| Glory.” Your church is 
preaching the Gospel of 
the cross in Macao today, 
venturing in faith even to 
this outpost of the sea. 


@ “You remember these words of the hymn: 
See heathen nations bending 
Before the God we love. 


@ “‘We saw these newly won Christians coming into our 
Lutheran chapels, worshiping with us the Savior who on the cross 
cleansed also them of all their sins. How we wish you could have 
been there with us! That is our mission work in far lands today. 
YOU do that work through your mission offerings and by your 


-Wwonder.--- 


oy ; ee 
mission prayers. Give missions your strong support today! P on a er | 
: i Aad 2 ee hristians to 
@ “In India we visited the hut of a Lutheran Christian, now ~ | Think of it! God Spa the first eight 
one with us in Christ, who just a short time ago was a Moslem } give $2,000,000 more the same period in 


is year than 1 
pe eee a gain of $8,334 a a 
and what good that can do in pe Pe ie 
nderful increase, and we than / : 
= However, even this fine gain le A ay 
SHORT some $2,700,000 we ae 
eight months. That must no 


made up this fall. ee 
The remaining 90 days—$6,000,000 is D 


for missions. 


Can We Make Jt? 


priest. How happy he was to greet us as fellow Christians. 


e@ “In Japan we were told of the 13,000 Japanese who had 
completed two Bible-study courses sponsored by the Lutheran 
Hour, and now are asking for Baptism. But 13,000, scattered 
throughout the Japanese Islands—how can our handful of 
missionaries in Japan go to all these people and prepare them for 
Baptism? In the Tokyo area alone there are 1,500 of these folks. 
What opportunities are beckoning us on every hand! 


@ “Oh, let us all give strong support to OUR VENTURE vE 2). {will help ws if we let Hims 
OF FAITH, that our mission program may forge ahead!” Me “ane promised it ‘acy toned eae 
ye ickel a da 
@ It’s less than a nicks" important 
LA e No task in your life is more ape ae 
ka e Our Christians never yet have 


| cause : : x 
wane God forever and ever (Nehemiah 9:5) 


oS : 
«stand up and bless the Lor 
\ oo icnselé for us that He might ne A 
7 be arn mself a peculiar people, zealo 


ifs Hi 
purify unto ee 


‘‘and let thy 
kingdom come 
dear Lord!”’ 


eo Unrough Our 
Voulunre of A GNA 


@ Symbolism in chapel window of 
True Light Lutheran Church in China- 
town, New York, showing the cross 
and its message going north, south, 
east, and west; to make this possible, 
the dedicated Christian must have 
hurrying feet, praying hands, eyes 
of faith, and generous hands bring- 
ing mission offerings to Jesus. 


Will you bring your Savior a speci 
mission offering? We MUST GO OVE 
THE TOP in this crisis year of 195€ 


“I must work the works of Him thé 


Dr. A. F. Wegener, President of the ee : 
sent Me while it is day; the night comet 


Southern Nebraska District, died a few 


@ Some of our Christians cannot do as 
much for missions as they would like to 
this year. Thousands of farms in Colo- 
rado, Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, 
and elsewhere were hit by drought. Texas 
was especially hard hit this year. 


Late this summer a Texas newspaper 
article featured a picture of a rancher 
sitting on a fence at the stock sales ring. 
His heart was very heavy that day. Several 
weeks before, he had sold his breeder 
stock, the last resort of a stockman when 
the drought bites deeply into his lands. 
This day the rancher took the final step. 
He sold the breeder stock owned by his 
son, who was in Korea in the uniform 
of his country. Years had gone into de- 
veloping a good strain of cattle, and now 


they had gone through the sales ring. 


The drought had driven him to the wall. 


The great majority of our Christians, 
however, had a good year. They will do 
a little more because there are some who 
cannot do as much this year, 


SAO Canara 


weeks ago. In one of his last letters to the 
Christians of his District he said: 


How about asking those congregations 
and circuits that were especially blessed 
this year to assume a larger than fair share 
of our District budget and to help those 
congregations that have experienced a har- 
vest failure for the second year? ‘‘Bear ye 
one another’s burdens”’ should certainly 
be applied here. May the Lord make our 
Christians willing to carry on the Lord’s 
kingdom work to the utmost of their abil- 
ity. His promised blessings will not be 
wanting. 5 ti 


OUR BEST 


@ The Church needs the active services 
of every member in order to fulfill the 
commission of Christ to proclaim the 
Gospel to every creature. Certainly, above 
all, the Lord Jesus Christ, who has re- 
deemed us by His blood, is worthy of 
our best service and deserves more than 
we can ever do. 


when no man can work”’ (John 9:4). 
““As My Father hath sent Me, eve 
so send I you” (John 20:21). 
ALFRED E, BEHREND 
President, Oklahoma Distric 


A DEDICATE 
PEOPLE! 


- -— 


@ ‘‘Some time ago President Eisenhow 
received a book containing 16,000 signi 
tures of former enemy prisoners of w 
in Korea who had signed a renunciati 
of Communism in their own blood. Th 
they did after their conversion to Chri 
tianity in Allied prison camps.” The: 
prisoners were dedicated to His cause. 


The Gospel of Jesus is the power 
God unto salvation, OUR VENTU 
OF FAITH is dedicated to the proc 
mation of that Gospel in all the work 
Has it also become YOUR VENTU 
OF FAITH? We are dedicated to 


cause. What do we more than others 
: 


t 


@ The Synodical Conference inaugurated 
a Lutheran mission program in West 
Africa in 1936. This year 174 Lutheran 
churches in Nigeria, Calabar Province, 
celebrated the twentieth anniversary of 
the Mission’s existence with special sery- 
ices of thanksgiving to God, who so 
bountifully bestowed His blessings upon 
this venture of faith. 


Two decades ago a few churches com- 
prised the Nigerian Lutheran Church; 
today that church is an organized synod 
with ten circuits or districts. More than 
12,000 children are enrolled in the Luth- 
eran schools of Nigeria and are daily 
taught the fundamentals of the Christian 
religion by some 450 teachers. Thirty-two 
young men are enrolled in the theological 
seminary, which already has trained four- 
teen African pastors. Young men and 
women are given a Christian training in 
our Lutheran high school. Many of these 
young people are planning to attend our 
Lutheran normal school in order to be- 
come teachers of Christ’s lambs and 
servants of the Word. Since 1953 the 
Lutheran Church of Nigeria has been 
active in the support of medical missions. 
A fine Lutheran hospital ministers to the 


For some time ‘individuals in our 
Lutheran Church at home have forwarded 
to the treasurer of the Missionary Board 
sums of money ranging from $25 to $50 
with the stipulation that such gifts be 
used to purchase bicycles for our African 
missionaries. The donors mentioned in 
their letters that they had read the appeals 
in the “Mission Call.”’ When the Visita- 
tion Committee realized the need for such 
bicycles, they instructed our representa- 


physical and spiritual needs of our African 
Lutherans and people in surrounding 
communities. The Lutheran Church of 
Nigeria is also imbued with a real mission 
zeal, as evidenced by its desire to spread 
the Gospel into neighboring provinces. 


It was the privilege of the executive 
secretary of the Missionary Board of the 
Synodical Conference, Dr. Karl Kurth, 
to visit the Nigerian field three times dur- 
ing the past ten years. The last visitation, 
in July 1956, was made with the chairman 
of the Missionary Board, Rev. E. L. 
Wilson. Due to a sudderi and serious 
organic attack, the executive secretary, 
upon the advice of Dr. E. Lofgren, physi- 
cian in charge of our Lutheran hospital 
in Nigeria, by plane returned to the States 
for surgery. The chairman of the Mis- 
sionary Board remained in the field and 
completed the official visit. His lengthy 
report to the Missionary Board was re- 
plete with praises to God for blessing 
Our mission enterprise so phenomenally 
during the past two decades and for ful- 
filling His promise that the Word “‘shall 
not return unto Me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it 
shall prosper in the things whereto I 
send it.” 


tives in Nigeria to purchase 15 bicycles at 
once and to present each African pastor 
with transportation in his extensive parish. 


The libraries of our African pastors 
need replenishment. The Missionary Board 
recognized this need and consequently 
decided in its September meeting to pre- 
sent to each African pastor a set of Bible 
commentaries and other theological books. 
The books have been ordered from Con- 
cordia Publishing House. 


Bee neccal NEED 


- @ Students of our Lutheran High School 
assembled for worship. The chairman of 
the Missionary Board was in charge of 
the service. 


@ Lutheran students preparing for spe- j 
cial work in the Lutheran Church, Nigeria, 
West Africa. i 


@ Dr. Karl Kurth, executive secretary, | 
and Rey. Edw. L. Wilson, chairman of the 
Missionary Board, Synodical Conference, 
at a reception luncheon in one of the 
homes of our American missionaries dur- 
ing a “visitation” in July 1956. 


Our hospital in Nigeria is in dire need 
of a “drying room.” Because of climatic 
conditions, it is most difficult for our 
hospital staff to dry patients’ clothes, sur- 
gical gowns, linens, etc. Oftentimes the 
lack of dryers makes surgical operations 
impossible. The cost of installing dryers 
with all necessary equipment is approxi- 
mately $8,000. 

KARL KURTH ; 
Executive Secretary of the 
Missionary Board of the 
Synodical Conference 


For Lutheranism 


Dawns in England 
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e Luther-Tyndale Memorial Church of 
Kentish Town, London, mother church 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
England, celebrated its 60th birthday on 
September 2, 1956. Old in years, but 
young in spirit, Luther-Tyndale and its 
sister church, Trinity of Tottenham, have 
developed a tremendous mission activity 
in the last decade. An intensive visitation 
program resulted in the doubling of the 
membership. 


Until 1952 the two congregations had 
one pastor. Then came Rev. Louis Brigh- 
ton, and in 1953 Rev. Norman Nagel. In 
the same year the congregations released 
the senior pastor, Rev. E. George Pearce, 
to become missionary at large. In 1954 
work was begun in South Ruislip. St. 
Andrew’s Lutheran Church grew out of 
this venture. Their pastor is Rev. Arnold 
Rakow, a 1955 St. Louis graduate. 1954 
also marks the visit of the Springfield 
Seminary chorus and the beginning of 
work in Sunderland, 275 miles northeast 
of London. Rev. Arnold Kromphardt of 
the 1955 Springfield class is the pastor of 
St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church, Sunder- 
land. In addition to its regular Sunday 
school a branch Sunday school of 30 
children is in operation, and a second 


Three workers in England: Rey. Arnold Kromp- 


hardt, pastor of the newest mission congregation, 


Doiths 


one is to be started as soon as suitable 
facilities can be found. 


Rev. W. P. Borgas, the sixth ELCE 
pastor, serves Borehamwood, where the 
first unit of a future church is now under 
construction. Two other mission stations 
in the London area are Downham and 
Petts Wood. There is also Cardiff, Wales, 
served once a month until additional man- 
power can be obtained. There is really 
a “breaking forth on the right and on 
the left.” 


Nor is this all. A number of Lutheran 
agencies have been established to under- 
gird the mission endeavor in Great Britian. 


Foremost among these is the Lutheran: 


Hour, beamed into Great Britain from 
Luxemburg. Though the broadcast comes 
at an inopportune hour, our London 
Lutheran Hour office has become a bee- 
hive of activity, receiving mail from all 
parts of Great Britain, enrolling listeners 
in the correspondence courses, and an- 
swering problem mail. Another agency 
is the Lutheran Film Service. The TV 
series ‘“This Is the Life’? and other films 
are in great demand and are booked 
solidly. The third agency is Concordia 
Publishing House Ltd., which seeks to 


St. Timothy, Sunderland; Rev. Theodore Kleinhans, 
chaplain in the U. S. Air Force Reserve, stationed 
in England; Rev. Norman Nagel, pastor of 
Luther-Tyndale Memorial Church. 


spread good Christian literature in Great 
Britian. 


In addition to its need for current 
support, the ELCE has two major prob- 
lems: how to secure a native ministry, 
and how to provide the necessary churches 
and parsonages. To find a solution for the 
first problem, Dr. Wm. F. Arndt, one of 
our veteran theological professors, has 
been sent to England to investigate the 
opportunities and the needs of a theo- 
logical training program. He is now in- 
structing one. student at Cambridge. The 
second problem has also been attacked 
with determination. A church extension 
fund has been called into being. An en- 
thusiastic friend who was thrilled with 
what was happening started the fund with 
a gift of £1,000 ($2,800). Other gifts 
and loans are beginning to flow into 
the fund. 


With such a rapid development it 
stands to reason that our brethren in 
England must look to us for assistance. 
They have ventured forth, by the grace 
of God, to “revive’’ England. It is a 
venture of faith on their part. Will we 
also make it our Venture of Faith? 


H. A. MAYER 
Secretary of Missions 


SYNOD’S WITNESS ON 
THE RACE ISSUE 


dark-complexioned gentleman 

from India, with the degree 

of Doctor of Philosophy from 
me of our great universities, came 
o Valparaiso University to teach 
here this fall. The hour of his ar- 
‘ival was late; so he went to the hotel 
n town for overnight lodging — “No 
racancy!”’ He went to one motel after 
nother, receiving the same response, 
No vacancy.” It was not until 4:30 
\. M., that he found a place where 
ie could get lodging for the remain- 
ng hours of the night. 

As he stood in the reception line 
t+ the University the next evening, 
omeone said, “He should have worn 

turban; that would have gotten 
iim in.” 

What a contrast! If he attends the 
sutheran Communion service in Val- 
araiso on Sunday morning with his 
olleagues and hundreds of students, 
ie may find before the altar in full 
ellowship and acceptance blondes of 
Jorwegian and German extraction 
neeling beside Chinese, Negroes, 
<oreans, and East Indians. 

The church of. Jesus Christ is in- 
erested in people, in their acceptance 
a the church and in their well-being 
vyhen they seek a place to lay their 
veary heads at night. The Missouri 
yynod, too, is interested. She said so at 
bout 11:00 A. M. on June 28. It was 
t that time during the triennial con- 
ention of Synod that her delegates 
rom the North and the South, the 
ast and the West, voted unanimously 
9 accept the resolutions of the floor 
ommittee, putting Synod unequivo- 
ally on record for a full fellowship 
a the church which transcends all 
acial and ethnic barriers. 

The Missouri Synod is not living 
1 a vacuum, but in a very real world 
nd is related to the world by the 
ommandment of love. She has, in a 
ime when it was needed, given 
nswer to the question, “What does 
ae church have to say on this moral 
ssue?” She has given a witness to 
ae world, a mighty boon for mis- 
ionaries in foreign fields. By these 
esolutions the Missouri Synod has 
roved herself to be a source of 
trength to the nation when such 
trength is greatly needed. The state 
an supply dollars, planes, guns, and 
ombs, but a demonstration of will- 
ugness to accept people as brothers 
f the same human family is a far 
reater need. This can be supplied by 
ae church; and the Missouri Synod, 
y the resolutions adopted in June, 
as demonstrated her willingness to 
e thé church and to supply that 
ioral leadership which is required of 
er by her Lord. 
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These resolutions are a witness to 
the world. They are to be more than 
that. Unless they are to become a 
boomerang, they must be imple- 
mented by action. The fellowship in 
the church defined on paper and 
agreed on unanimously on the con- 
vention floor must be worked out on 
the congregational level and in the 
hearts of people. In the face of evi- 
dent prejudice and discrimination in 
the community, the city, the state, 
and the nation, the enlightened Chris- 
tian citizen who is motivated by the 
warmth of the Gospel should become 
vocal in the cause of justice and seek 
to promote the “peace of the city” and 
common welfare. 

In places of unchristian discrimi- 
nation and traditional prejudice, the 
church must, as her Lord did, live 
dangerously; she dare not stop merely 
because moving forward would hurt. 
Hurts are inevitable consequences of 
the Christian witness. 

In those places where prejudice is 
still latent and has not yet germi- 
nated into discrimination, the imple- 
mentation of these synodical resolu- 
tions can be relatively simple. The 
educational process forestalling the 
establishment of a pattern of unjust 
discrimination can be carried on in 
an atmosphere of objectivity, so that 
when prejudice comes to the surface, 
it will be recognized for what it is 
and dealt with according to God’s 
Word. 

Those in more favored areas will 
be a constant source of encourage- 
ment to their brethren who as yet live 
in communities where the pattern of 
living is one of obvious prejudice and 
discrimination. The prayers of the 
more favored ones and their example 
of fellowship will undergird those less 
favored, giving them courage in their 
struggle in the interest of an all- 
inclusive fellowship in the church and 
a pattern of justice toward all in the 
society in which they live. 

In an approach to this delicate 
question we have no quarrel with the 
Government, which defines the law of 
the land. In the church, however, we 
shall approach the problem, not with 
threat of legalistic coercion and of 
excommunication, but in an under- 
standing and evangelical spirit, yet 
always adhering to the Christian 
principle involved and never substi- 
tuting an ephemeral expediency for 
the will of God. 

In the area of race relations we 
have a long way to go truly to be 
the church as Christ would have us 
to be, but with these resolutions 
adopted and the firm determination to 
fit the action to the word, we are, 
by His grace, on the way. 

ANDREW SCHULZE 

Valparaiso, Ind. 
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INSURANCE COSTS 


[= it amazing what Americans are 
paying in premiums for insurance 

policies? Members of our church 
are no exception. We are living in an 
insurance age. Did you ever stop to 
give thought to the amount which 
each year you are paying for insur- 
ance against multiple calamitous con- 
tingencies which may or may not 
confront you somewhere along the 
patheor lite? 

But is there such a thing as insur- 
ance against fire, sickness, burglary, 
death, and the like? Insurance simply 
means purchasing protection against 
the possible loss of money, to assure 
ourselves or our family that we will 
not be impoverished by calamitous 
happenings, and the heavy premiums 
help to keep us wrestling with our 
personal and home budgets. 

Certainly we do not want to be 
understood as being opposed to insur- 
ance. Most of us carry insurance. 
Under certain circumstances not hav- 
ing insurance could be gross neglect 
on our part. We merely want to show 
that we could be in danger of becom- 
ing more and more materialistic. Our 
frantic efforts to protect ourselves 
against what could happen to us in 
this world could very easily crowd 
out our thoughts of protection for the 
life which is eternal. 

When we Christians buy insur- 
ance, we ought never to forget that 
the only absolute insurance comes 
from God. It is ours not for the pay- 
ment of premiums, but free of any 
charge. Since we believe in Jesus 
Christ, our personal Savior, we are 
the children of God and recipients, 
beneficiaries, and heirs of His Gibral- 
tar promises. God assures us that He 
will never leave us nor forsake us, 
that He will preserve, protect, and 
sustain us, and that by grace through 
faith for Jesus’ sake He will give us 
everlasting life... . 

Now to the real point. Compare 
the amount you pay for material in- 
surance with the amount you offer 
annually in Christian faith and love 
for the maintenance and expansion of 
Christ’s kingdom here on earth. How 
small such a comparison will make 
many of us feel! God in grace and 
mercy insures our life for time and 
eternity and in return expects only 
childlike faith and a grateful loving 
readiness on our part to offer tokens 
of gratitude for the maintenance of 
His visible kingdom here on earth. 

“Lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
do not break through nor steal; for 
where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also” (Matt. 6:19-21). 

Martin PIEHLER 
in Stewardship Bulletin 
Northern Illinois District 
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FOR THE DEDICATION OF THE SECOND UNIT OF SEIBO GAKUEN LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL in Urawa, Japan, September 23, 1956, Rev. H. H. Koppelmann preached to a con- 


gregation of about 250 persons and Dr. John W. Behnken officiated. 


“This marked the first 


time that a president of Synod had taken part in the dedication of a mission building in our 
Asiatic field,’’ Missionary Frank E. Koepke wrote the ‘‘Witness.”’ 


“The school, which brings children to Christ, is also a missionary agency because only one 


of the parents is a member of the Lutheran Church,’’ he added. 


“It is a great joy to see the 


influence of the Word of God on the children and the witness they have given to their parents.” 
The robed children’s choir (right) is part of the 48-member student body, taught by three 


members of the Urawa congregation. 
church, 


A fourth teacher is preparing for membership in the 
“The second floor of the new unit will also be used as a place of worship for our 


mission congregation here,’’ Pastor Koepke reported. 


Dr. Jaroslav J. Pelikan, Jr., as- 
sociate professor of historical theology 
at the University of Chicago’s Fed- 
erated Theological Faculty, declined 
eight invitations to preach at Refor- 
mation festivals this year because he 
is convalescing from injuries sus- 
tained in an automobile accident Oc- 
tober 9. 

The former St.Louis seminary 
professor, in a pre-Reformation state- 
ment released by Religious News 
Service, said that Reformation festi- 
vals can provide Protestant churches 
with an opportunity for “serious self- 
examination of their own reasons for 
existence.” 

“Only if the Gospel of justification 
by faith and of the free forgiveness 
of sins in Jesus Christ is still as 
important as it was to the Reformer 
... can we see the heritage of the 
Reformation as the gift of God it is, 
and try to possess that heritage for 
the faith and life of Christ’s church 
in our time,” he said. 

Dr. Pelikan is also coeditor of 
a 15-year project of translating and 
publishing 55 volumes of Luther’s 
works in modern English. 


Church construction in October 
set a new monthly record of $76,000,- 
000. Construction experts said the 
high figure was surprising in view of 
the general decline in building activ- 
ity at this time of the year. 

The October figure was $2,000,000 
higher than the September total and 
exceeded that of August by $5,000,000. 
Church construction in October 1956 
was $8,000,000 above the October 1955 
level. 
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Rev. F. Uplegger of the Lutheran 
Indian Mission (Wisconsin Synod), 
San Carlos, Ariz., is one of the few 
living pastors who studied under Dr. 
C. F. W. Walther at Concordia Sem- 
inary, St.Louis. Still active in the 
ministry, Pastor Uplegger was the 
guest speaker at the Reformation 
Rally service which the congregations 
of the Phoenix area conducted in the 
suburb of Glendale on October 28. 

In November the Pastoral Confer- 
ence of the Arizona-California Dis- 
trict of the Wisconsin Synod cele- 
brated the 65th anniversary of Pastor 
Uplegger’s ordination. 


A do-it-yourself plan to finance 
the $750,000 building program of First 
Presbyterian Church, Kirkwood, Mo., 
saved the congregation about $34,000 
in broker’s fees. 

When bankers and fund raisers 
questioned the program, finance 
chairman Fred Farrow decided to 
raise the required funds by selling 
bonds, but with a new twist — a de- 
ferred-payment plan. 

“We have a large number of young 
people who couldn’t afford to lend, 
much less give, $1,000,” he said. “But 
they could afford to invest $200 a year 
at 5% interest.” 

Now, after 18 months, bond sales 
total almost $700,000, with invest- 
ments among more than 800 bond- 
holders ranging from $100 to $24,000. 

The annual income of the church 
will be used to pay the interest on 
the bonds and to retire the principal. 
Bonds will be redeemed at any time 
in cases of emergency. 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


The new $400,000 Our Savior 
Lutheran Church (Augustana) in 
Albert City, Iowa, is the gift of a 
single family: Mr. and Mrs. Edwin 
Sundholm and their two daughters 
Elaine (Mrs. Howard Hill) and 
Yvonne, who are members of the con- 
gregation. 


In Albert City, Mr. Sundholm 
owns and operates a manufacturing 
business and farms. 

“Why build this exceptionally 
beautiful church in a rural area? We 
answer, why not?” the Lutheran 


Companion comments. “It stands as 
a worthy monument in a vital rural 
territory, a tribute and an inspiration 
to a local rural community. It is built 
on the 20-acre tract of land (owned 
by the congregation) at the south edge 
of the village along Highway 197.” 


_A former research scientist for 
the Atomic Energy Commission, Dr. 
Harold R. Lohr, preached his first 
sermon at the Lutheran Church of 
the Resurrection in Lakewood, Colo. 
He will serve the new church there 
for one year, then complete his sem- 
inary training before he is ordained 
in 1958. 

Dr. Lohr became interested in the 
ministry while working for the AEC 
Argonne national laboratory in Chi- 
cago. He holds a Doctor of Philosophy 
degree in nuclear physics. 


The staff of Synod’s mission in 
Hawaii has grown in six years from 
two pastors and two teachers in 1950 
to 15 full-time workers in 1956: four 
pastors, a vicar, and 10 teachers — six 
in Honolulu, three at Wahiawa, and 
one at Kaneohe. 3 

In 1950 there were 95 souls and 
75 communicants in two stations. To- 
day there are 982 souls and 478 com- 
municants in six stations, according to 
the Redeemer Reporter (Honolulu). 


Full religious freedom throughout 
North Vietnam has been decreed b 
the Council of Ministers in that Com- 
munist country, the Hanoi Radio re 
ported. It said the Communist orde 
was intended to correct a “mistake 
policy” of the government “in th 
past.” 

North Vietnam is the first Asi 
Communist nation publicly to pro 
claim deviation from the Moscow lin 
and to admit the existenee of anti 
religion persecution. 


The Lutheran World Federation 
mmission on World Missions criti- 
ed the preparatory work for the 
97 LWF Assembly as lacking a 
ertain dimension of thinking.” The 
mmission, which met at Hurdal 
rk near Oslo, Norway, went on 
cord in support of an address by 
of. Walter Freytag of Germany, 
10 was critical of the “superficial 
inking” in regard to the Assembly’s 
uin theme, “Christ Frees and 
1ites.” 

After hearing a report on a 13- 
ur aerial survey of an unexplored 
ea of Dutch New Guinea, the com- 
ssion voted to invite Lutheran mis- 
yn boards over the world to partici- 
te in a “real big work” among an 
timated 300,000 natives living there. 
. Fridtjov Birkeli, director of the 
NF Department of World Missions, 
id this was the first such survey of 
mission field ever to be made by 
ane. The two New Guinea mission- 
ies, he explained, flew up and down 
lleys, around snow-covered moun- 
ms, and through narrow mountain 
sses. They also landed twice in the 
terior, where they found natives 
ot very warlike in general.” 


“Intolerable elements” in Israel 
sre denounced by Dr. Maurice N. 
sendrath at a recent meeting of 
form Jewish leaders in New York 
ty. 

The president of the Union of 
nerican Hebrew Congregations ac- 
sed Israeli Orthodox of “battling 
ainst the breath of freedom of the 
wish religion” and of a “blasphe- 
ous boycott” of Reform Jews. 
“Most paradoxically,’ he - said, 
‘hristian and Moslem enjoy greater 
ligious liberty than do some of our 
low Jews upon the soil of Israel.” 


itral Lutheran School, St. Paul. 


gram planning. 
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“CHRISTIAN CAMPUS CRUSADE NIGHT,”’ held October 7 in Trinity Church, Hicksville, N. Y. 


(Rev. Edward H. Stammel, pastor), 


to interest young men and women of the Long Island com- 


munity to become pastors and teachers in the church, began with a supper, which was provided 


free of cost by members of the host congregation. 


Representatives of four schools addressed the 


450 guests: Prof. Arthur M. Vincent, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; Dr. Victor C. Krause, Concordia 


Teachers College, River Forest; Prof. Emil W. Luecke and Rev. Paul W. Gabbert, 
legiate Institute, Bronxville; and Prof. Herman C. Grunau, Valparaiso University. 


Concordia Col- 
The radio 


and television entertainer Bob Smith concluded his presentation with a plea to the teen-agers to 
“put their futures in the hands of the Lord,’’ Rev. Everett R. Kalin, Trinity’s assistant pastor, 


informed the ‘‘Witness.”’ 


The Congressional Record for the 
last session of Congress printed in 
the Appendix more than 60,000 words 
of speeches and articles by Roman 
Catholic leaders. Not one of these 
speeches was given in the House or 
the Senate; for the most part they 
were unrelated to national legislation. 
Here are a few examples: 

March 16, 1955: An address (four 


‘columns) by Rev. Gustav Weigel of 


Woodstock College on “The Catholic 
Humanism of Ignatius Loyola.” 

July 19, 1955: Sermon by the pas- 
tor of St. Francis Xavier Church, East 
Gary, Ind., at the dedication of the 
crucifix in Jordan Park. The material 
included notices of celebrations of 
Mass. 

July 29, 1955: 
Duties of the Religious” 


“The Dignity and 
by Bishop 


A. R. Zeroweste at the Motherhouse, 


“BIBLE STORY TIME,’’ A TELEVISION SUNDAY SCHOOL sponsored by Synodical Conference 
irches and individuals in St. Paul and Minneapolis, Station KSTP-TV charges only production 
s. Each week different pupils attend the 8 A.M. class, led by Eunice Rolf (right), teacher at 
Alice Chelmo, also on the Central Lutheran staff, assists in 
**Mail response has been more than gratifying,’’ Rev. George R. Kraus, pastor 
salvary Church for the Deaf, wrote the ‘‘Witness.”’ 
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Ruma, IIL, is a sermon to nuns, ad- 
dressed as “the brides of Christ.” 

“It is hardly necessary to add that 
all this propaganda for the Roman 
Catholic Church is paid for in the 
printing bills of the Congressional 
Record,” commented Dr. Wilbur M 
Smith in the Sunday School Times. 


To devote his full time to religious 
work, Charles A. Stuck, 56-year-old 
layman, has sold his business in 
Jonesboro, Ark. 

“Tt had been my intention to step 
out of my building-materials business 
at the age of 65,” he said. “But after 
reflection it seemed hardly fair to 
give God the ‘tag ends’ of my life.” 

Mr. Stuck will seek to strengthen 
small rural churches of the. North 
Arkansas Methodist Conference by 
developing lay speakers and man- 
power. 


The Christian Labor Association, 
an independent labor union which 
stresses religious principles, has chal- 
lenged the AFL-CIO in western Min- 
nesota. In an election ordered by the 
National Labor Relations Board, 135 
employees of two construction firms 
in Olivia and Prinsburg will choose 
between the CLA and the Interna- 
tional Union of Operating Engineers 
Local 49. 

The CLA requires its officers to 
be “of a Christian profession” and its 
locals to open and close their meetings 
with prayers and Bible readings. 


A ban against the Jesuits, which 
for almost 150 years has barred the 
Roman Catholic order from operating 
in predominantly Lutheran Norway, 
was repealed recently by the Nor- 
wegian parliament. The vote to re- 
voke the anti-Jesuit clause came after 
ten hours of debate, with members of 
the Christian People’s Party leading 
the opposition to removal of the ban. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF IMPORTANT DEAD SEA SCROLLS were presented to Concordia Seminary, Saint 
Louis, during a recent meeting of the Western District Pastoral Conference in Memphis, Tenn., 
by Charles F. Schmitt and Rev. Victor L. Brugge, president and pastor, respectively, of Trinity 


Church, Memphis. 


The photographs are in a new publication from Jerusalem, which has been placed in the Seminary 


library for the use of students who read the Book of Isaiah in the original Hebrew. 


Although 


the Scrolls were found as recently as 1947, they come from the first century before the birth of 
Christ and thus throw important light on the study of the Bible. 


Seated, |. 


to r.: Dr. A. O. Fuerbringer, president of Concordia Seminary; Dr. Alfred von Rohr Sauer, professor 


of Old Testament at the Seminary; Pastor and Mrs. Brugge. Standing: Mr. Schmitt and Vicar Walter Harms. 


“More Hands for Christ,” a 17- 
minute sound filmstrip, graphically 
tells the need for social workers in 
church-related welfare agencies. Re- 
leased by Synod’s Department of So- 
cial Welfare in co-operation with the 
Wheat Ridge Foundation, the film is 
designed to interest young people in 
social work as a profession. “More 
Hands for Christ” is recommended for 
showings in all congregational organ- 
izations. (Write Concordia Publishing 
House. Rental fee: $1.50.) 


One off-street parking space for 
every four persons seated in the 
church’s nave is the formula recom- 
mended by Dr. C. Harry Atkinson, 
former executive director of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches’ bureau of 
church building. 

“Churches simply cannot expect 
young couples with three or four 
children .. . to park four blocks away 
in inclement weather,’ he believes. 
Dr. Atkinson in his plea for larger 
parking sites asserts that the “ground 
under cars today is as important as 
the ground under the church.” 


Municipal authorities in Coquit- 
lam, B. C., near Vancouver, Canada, 
formally ordered the seizure of three 
Roman Catholic schools for nonpay- 
ment of taxes. For some years Roman 
Catholic leaders have been unsuc- 
cessfully seeking provincial grants for 
parochial schools on the same basis as 
grants to public schools. These 
leaders have protested the “double 
burden” of paying public school taxes 
and supporting their own schools. 
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Immanuel Lutheran College has a 
total enrollment of 107 students for 
the current school year: 36 Luther- 
ans, 29 Southern Baptists, 18 Metho- 
dists, 4 Presbyterians, 4 Roman 
Catholics, and 16 members of various 
other church bodies. 

Every high school student receives 
daily instruction in the Word of God. 
“Some of the non-Lutherans join our 
Lutheran Church while they are still 
in school,” Prof. William H. Kamp- 
schmidt reports, “and others join our 
church later in life.” 

Five married women are students 
in the high school department; two, 
in the college department. One of 


these, a grandmother, plans to be a 
teacher. 

The new men’s dormitory and 
physical education building was dedi- 
cated on May 27, with Dr. Karl Kurth, 
Executive Secretary of the Missionary 


New dormitory-physical education building, 
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Board of the Synodical Conference, 
principal speaker. 


The National Association of Con 
gregational Christian Churches at i 
second annual convention in Wau: 
watosa, Wis., adopted an “action pro: 
gram” to give independent denom: 
inational status to Congregationalis 
who oppose the projected merge 
of the Congregational Christiat 
Churches and the Evangelical an¢ 
Reformed Church. 

Claiming a total of 131 church 
with about 50,000 members, the as 
sociation approved a plan to protec 
the rights of ministers who are agains 
the proposal to merge the two chure 
bodies into the United Church o 
Christ. 


A movie censorship ordinance wa 
enacted in West St.Paul, Minn., b 
the city council. In several case 
municipalities have used _ polic 
powers to ban the showing of “in 
decent movies,” but an official of th 
League of Minnesota Municipalitie 
said the West St. Paul ordinance wa 
the first in the state to impose censor 
ship on films before they are sho 
The movement started in Augus 
when 42 residents signed a petition i 
objection to the showing of a Finnis 
film because of nudity. 


Approval of the merger plan b 
the General Council of the Congrega 
tional Christian Churches in Omah 
was called “great encouragement” b 
Dr. James E. Wagner, president of th 
Evangelical and Reformed Chure 
Speaking of the small but vigorou 
opposition to the union, he said tha 
the “possibility of dissent is a cal 
culated risk that every new venture o 
faith must take.” He ridiculed claim 
that Congregationalists will jeopard- 
ize church property by uniting. 

The Evangelical and Reforme 
General Synod approved union ir 
1949 with only one synod in opposi- 
tion, he stated. “And the recent wore 
from the Dakota Synod is that they 
will continue to oppose the union bu’ 
will exercise opposition within the 
fellowship,” Dr. Wagner said. 


, HACE a 
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Immanuel Lutheran College, Greensboro, N. C. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Forty-two pastors were ordained 
1 the Batak Christian Protestant 
hurch of Indonesia in a service con- 
ucted in one of Indonesia’s largest 
utheran churches, located in Siantar, 
umatra. Assisted by 80 pastors and 
r. Arne Sovik, assistant director of 
1e Lutheran World Federation’s De- 
artment of World Missions, Dr. 
phorus Justin Sihombing led the 
srvice. More than 2,000 people at- 
snded the ceremony. 

In his ordination sermon Dr. Si- 
ombing recalled the early history of 
1e church in the days of the pioneer 
rerman missionary Dr. Ludwig Nom- 
ensen. 

Most of the ordinands completed 
1eir five years of theological study 
1 Siantar at Nommensen University, 
stablished by the Batak Christian 
rotestant Church. The church is a 
rember of the LWF, whose Depart- 
.ent of World Missions contributes 
‘aff and building costs for the uni- 
ersity as part of the department’s 
id program. There are now 169 or- 
ained pastors serving the 670,000- 
1ember church in Indonesia. 


Money-making schemes such as 
ublic suppers, bazaars, and sales 
revent effective education for stew- 
rdship, said a resolution adopted by 
elegates to the General Synod of 
ae Evangelical and Reformed 
‘hurch. The resolution favored sup- 
orting the “entire program” of the 
hurch by “direct giving.” 


Many workers do not earn a “liv- 
ag wage,” Louis E. Buckley recently 
91d delegates to the Second National 
‘atholic Social Action Conference in 
lew Orleans. He said that about one 
nird of the males in the U. S. are re- 
eiving “less than $2,000 annually” 
nd that 20% of the family units are 
1 the “low-income class.” 


Adolf W. Bergt 


Adolf Bergt 


Alfred A. Bergt Robert R. Bergt 


ADOLF WILHELM BERGT (1811—1903), one of the Saxon immigrants of 1838 who sailed on the 
Copernicus; organized the Napoleon, Ohio, congregation; served congregations at Uniontown, Mo., 
and Tecumseh, Nebr.; graduated Practical Seminary, Fort Wayne, 1851. 

ADOLF BERGT (1858—1906), pastor of St. John’s Church, Hooper, Nebr., where the Nebraska 
District was organized; of St. John’s Church, Waco, Nebr.; graduated Concordia Seminary, Saint 


Louis, 1879. 


ALFRED AUGUST BERGT (1888—), pastor of Immanuel Church, Schuyler, Nebr., his only charge; 


graduated Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1914. 


ROBERT ROLAND BERGT (1930—), instructor at the St. Louis Seminary, from which he was 


graduated in 1956. 


Dr. C. Emanuel Carlson, executive 
director of the Baptist Joint Com- 
mittee on Public Affairs, said in 
Washington that the Hill-Burton 
Federal Aid to Hospitals Act has 
been “discriminatory among religious 
groups.” Grants of Federal aid to 
Roman Catholic hospitals during the 
10 years the act has been on the 
statute books total $112,039,000, he 
said, while grants to Protestant in- 
stitutions total-only $23,118,000, and to 
Jewish hospitals only $5,899,000. 

In all, grants under the act have 
amounted to $781,421,000, of which 
$367,412,000 went to public hospitals 
and $414,009,000 to private nonprofit 
hospitals. “Obviously, Baptists and 
other Protestant groups have re- 
frained from requesting public funds 
for denominational hospital work,” 
Dr. Carlson declared. 


YNODICAL PRESIDENT JOHN W. BEHNKEN CONGRATULATES ATLANTIC DISTRICT PRESIDENT 

RMAN J. RIPPE (second from right) after a service in Immanuel Church, New York City, to 
smmemorate the 50th anniversary of the District and the 75th anniversary of Concordia Col- 
igiate Institute, Bronxville, N.Y. Prof. Albert E. Meyer (left), president of the school, and 
ev. Clemonce Sabourin (right), pastor of Mount Zion Church, New York City, officiated at the 
ptvice, one of eight services conducted October 28 in the District. 
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There is no charge of “discrimina- 
tion in the administration of the act,” 
but “principles involved are such as 
to produce an obvious discrimina- 
tion,’ he emphasized. 


Saluting the 50th anniversary of 
the laymen’s movement of the United 
Lutheran Church of America, Dr. 
Clarence C. Stoughton, president of 
Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio, 
paid tribute to the laymen who un- 
derwrite the cost of the church’s 
stewardship program. The 2,000- 
member Lutheran Laymen’s Move- 
ment for Stewardship contributes 
more than $300,000 a year for the 
stewardship efforts of the ULCA. The 
anniversary was celebrated in con- 
nection with the ULCA’s convention 
in Harrisburg, Pa., October 12. 


The women of Norway now have 
unrestricted clergy rights —in prin- 
ciple and from a legal point of view — 
through the abolition by Parliament 
of the law making the appointment 
of a woman to the ministry dependent 
on the approval of the parish. 

Both of the theological faculties 
and seven of the nine bishops of 
Norway had advised against this de- 
cision of the Parliament. 

Bishop Bjarne Skard of Tunsberg, 
in a statement on the legislature’s 
action, said that it would expedite the 
separation of church and state. Di- 
rector Carl Fredrik Wislff of the Free 
Faculty termed the decision an “en- 
croachment” upon the rights of the 
church. Other church leaders voiced 
similar views. 


A need for 4,400 full-time church 
workers exists in congregations of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, ac- 
cording to a survey made by the de- 
nomination. There are openings for 
3,477 directors of religious education 
and music, and 923 congregations are 
seeking church secretaries. 
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Television networks have “down- 
graded” religion to a position of 
about one third the importance that 
radio has given to religious broad- 
casting, charged Rev. Everett C. Par- 
ker at a hearing on television before 
the Senate Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce. The clergy- 
man, who is director of communica- 
tions for the Congregational Chris- 
tian churches, declared that all radio 
and TV stations are obligated to 
broadcast in the public interest. “One 
phase of this obligation,” he said, “is 
broadcasting for religion, which is 
the greatest single force in the lives 
of our people.” He criticized the tele- 
vision networks for limiting time for 
religion, for confining religious pro- 
grams to “the least desirable times,” 
and for failing to meet the cost for 
programing. 


The Maryland State Industrial 
Union Council, C.1.O., at its annual 
convention recently pledged support 
of a program of financial aid by state, 
county, and municipal governments to 
private and paroghial schools. Com- 
menting that parents of parochial 
school children are in effect paying 
double taxes for education, the del- 
egates said: “It is high time that 
recognition be given to the very great 
contribution made by the parochial- 
type school in the education of our 
children. We state that all accredited 
schools of the elementary and sec- 
ondary grades should be assisted 
financially, provided that students of 
all races, creeds and colors shall be 
eligible for admission.” 

Charles A. Della, Baltimore C. I. O. 
official, said the council particularly 
had in mind the transportation of 
pupils to parochial and private schools 
in the same manner as is now pro- 
vided for public school students. 


Rev. E. F. Schoenborn, pastor of 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Albany, 
Tex., was invited to teach religion for 
-eredit courses at Ranger Junior Col- 
lege this fall. In his New Testament 
course 25 students were enrolled. The 
60 enrolled for his course on “Intro- 
duction to the Old Testament” were 
reduced to 45 because of limited 
classroom facilities. Not one of these 
students is of Lutheran background 
or conviction. 

Rev. Eugene Klug, Lutheran in- 
structor of religion at the University 
of Illinois, reported to Synod’s Stu- 
dent Service Commission that the en- 
rollment figure for this semester “is 
double our figure for the same semes- 
ter last year.” 


William Dalluege bequeathed his 
homestead, farms, stocks, bonds, and 
cash to the Oklahoma District and to 
Synod. A recent distribution of cash 
amounting to $55,765 was made to the 
District and to Synod. “In addition,” 


20 


Eighty-five American Years. Memoirs of 


President A. E. Behrend reports in 
the District Edition of the Wrtngss, 
“our District and Synod through their 
trustees still hold title to three farms 
in the Cushing community. From this 
last will and testament our Church 


Extension Fund _ received about 
$22,000; our Student Aid Fund, 
$5,500; Synod’s Mission Treasury, 


$19,500; and its Support and Pension 
Fund, $8,000.” 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 
Enid, Okla., announced that the con- 
gregation had inherited $9,301 in 
choice stocks. The name of the testa- 
tor was not given. 


Books 


a Nebraska Congressman. By Henry 
Carl Luckey. The Exposition Press, 
New York. 230 pages. Cloth. $3.50. 


The author of this fascinating bio- 
graphy of a Nebraska farm boy who 
worked his way from a humble home- 
stead on the western frontier of Nebraska 
to a seat in the United States Congress 
is a Lutheran layman, who now lives in 
retirement in California and at the age 
of 87 still takes a lively interest in the 
affairs of the church, our country, and 
the world at large. It is a delightful 
story, full of drama and human interest 
and typically American in character. It 
presents a kaleidoscopic review of life in 
America during the past three quarters 
of a century and a sane analysis of the 
greatest crisis in the history of the U.S. 
The author lived through this period as 
an intelligent observer and labored un- 
selfishly to preserve our freedom and in- 
dependence for ourselves and for future 
generations. 

The book is written in a very read- 
able style. It furnishes pleasant enter- 
tainment and valuable political and his- 
torical information. To the more mature 
readers it will seem like pages from their 
own diary, presented in the broad his- 


‘torical background of the eventful years 


through which we have lived. 
A. M. REHWINKEL 


Cradle of Our Faith. The Holy Land. 
By John C. Trever, U.S. Junior 


Chamber of Commerce, 1954. 
Printed by Newsfoto Publishing 
_Co., San Angelo, Tex. 87 pp., 
6x9. $5. 


This is a superb picture book, bring- 
ing photographic views in colors from 
Palestine and Egypt. The text, intended 
to furnish a rapid survey of Israel’s 
history, is not extensive. For every 
printed page there is one of illustrations; 
the well-chosen, fascinating pictures are 
the chief feature. A few valuable maps 
are included. The reading matter is 
strongly liberal, putting (whether that 
is the intention of the author or not) 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam on the 
same plane. Mr. Trever, it will probably 
be recalled, played a prominent role in 
the identification of the Isaiah Dead Sea 
Scrolls. W. F. Arnot 
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Crusaders for God. By Dana Thomas. 
A. A. Wym, Inc., New York. 340 
pages. $3.95. 


This collection of 14 biographies of 
missionaries crusading for God is fast 
moving, interesting, and informative. 
Most of the events are historical, although 
here and there the author has “filled in” 
with his vivid imagination (as in the 
chapter devoted to St. Patrick). For 
those wishing to survey general Christian 
missionaries, this book presents an ex- 
cellent overview of representatives of 
various backgrounds. The missionaries’ 
include four Roman Catholics (Frs. 
Damien, Marquette, Ricci, and Junipero 
Serra), eight Protestant and independent 
missionaries (Charlotte Bompas, Dr. 
Grenfell, the Judsons, David Livingstone, 
Dr. Schweitzer, and Narcissa Whitman), 
and a short sketch of the work of the 
Maryknoll Fathers. The reader will at 
times note, however, that the author 
sometimes confuses “crusading for God” 
with “crusading for civilization” as he 
commends the missionaries highly for 
“fighting the vital battle of freedom” 
against warfare and Marxism rather than 
for bringing the good news of the for- 
giveness of sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. PHILIP J. SCHROEDER 


A Lamp Unto My Feet. By Lyna Adams. 
Vantage Press, Inc., New York. 
84 pages. $2.00. 


A well-written short novel of the 
time of Christ. Marius is a glamorous 
Roman officer with Caesar’s legions in 
Syria, and one day the proud Roman 
pagan meets with the Nazarene. It 
changes his points of view and his life. 
Meeting the Savior of the world has also 
changed the life of Mary Magdalene, 
a dissolute beauty, whom Marius has 
come to love. Their problems as well as 
the problems of others are resolved in 
the love and power of the Master, whose 
Word becomes their guiding star and 
a “lamp unto their feet.” G.L. Winp 


Patriot Blood, a Story of Washington’s 
Time. By G. L. Wind. Concordia 
Publishing House. 136 pages. $1.00. 


The Gentle Heart, a Story of Lincoln’s 
Time. By G. L. Wind. Concordia 
Publishing House. 136 pages. $1.00. 


These are companion volumes, each 
depicting an exciting and colorful period 
in our nation’s history. . 

Patriot Blood is a story of Washing- 
ton’s time and the American Revolution. 
The reader gets a vivid insight, through 
the eyes of a lad who serves under Gen-— 
eral Washington, into the grim realities 
and misfortunes of the Continental Army 
from Lexington and Concord through to 
the final victory at Yorktown. Life in 
Colonial America, romance, courage, and 
love of country come brightly to life. 

In The Gentle Heart, a young man o 
the North and his sweetheart from th 
South live through the bitter times o 
the Civil War, but their friendship en- 
dures through all the fires of hate an 
death engendered by the bloody con. 
flict. Playing an active part in the sto 
are some of the greatest men in 
middle period of our history. 

Both books are realistic narratives 
written in the author’s fascinatin 
and will prove to be welcome additio 
to any school library. E 


‘hristmas, An American Annual of 
Christmas Literature and Art. 
Vol. 26. Augsburg Publishing House, 
Minneapolis. 1956. 68 pages. Paper, 
$1.25. Cloth, $3.00. 


In Volume 26 of this annual the reader 
vill find authors, composers, and artists 
vho are old friends, and others whose 
vork appears for the first time. Full- 
olor illustrations of the Nativity, Christ- 
qas articles and stories, reproductions of 
‘yhristmas paintings, and Christmas carols 
nd poems present familiar themes in 
! te quality of printing and color 
vork. 


‘he Question Box. W. N. Emch. The 
Wartburg Press, Columbus, Ohio. 
188 pages. $2.50. 


For a number of years the author has 
onducted a column of questions and an- 
wers on problems submitted by readers 
f the Lutheran Standard. He has done 
good job. Many of these, about 170, 
ave been gathered and classified and are 
ffered to the reading public in this vol- 
ime. They cover a multitude of topics 
nd problems in the area of Christian 
aith and life. The answers which we 
ave read are conservative and Biblical. 


iver One God. By Robert W. Lutnes. 
Augsburg Publishing House, Minne- 
apolis. 365 pages. $3.50. 

Pastor Lutnes has a heart full of sym- 
athy for the DP’s — those so often 
monymous wanderers, the real burden 
yearers of World War II. He writes about 
hem with understanding and truth. If he 
loes draw out the story to a length 
lightly uncomfortable, it is because of 
is concern for their problems, and for 
rictory of Zilja’s faith, which sees Christ 
o much the more clearly through the 
1aze of Germany’s postwar confusion in 
1 world still at “cold” war. 

WALTER RIESS 


Death 


Walter F. Ruehle (August 28, 1902, 
zrand Crossing, IIl., to September 1, 1956, 
Viiami, Fla.), son of William and Johanna 
Jogelsang Ruehle; graduated Concordia 
Teachers College, River Forest, 1922; 
aught in Lutheran schools at Belfore, 
NY. Dak., 1922—23; and Lyons, IIl., 1923 
o 1924, when he resigned. 

He is survived by his wife, the former 
da Wilcockson, whom he _ married 
n 1934. 

The undersigned conducted the fu- 
eral service September 4 in a Miami 
uneral home and read the committal 
ites in Southern Memorial Cemetery, 


North Miami. W. A. KIMBERLEY 


Herbert J. Trinklein (June 30, 1892, 
‘rankenmuth, Mich., to September 17, 
956, Portland, Oreg.), son of John and 
3arbara Woelzlein Trinklein; graduated 
Soncordia College, Fort Wayne, 1912, 
ind Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1915. 

He held pastorates at Beach, N. Dak., 
where he served as an itinerant preacher 
or western North Dakota and eastern 
Montana, 1915—38; and Portland (Im- 
nanuel), 1938 until his sudden death. 
He served as Visitor of the Portland 
Sircuit and was a member of the Board 


DECEMBER 4, 1956 


of the Good Shepherd Lutheran Home 
of the West, Terra Bella, Calif. 

He is survived by his wife, the for- 
mer Ella Schlewitz, whom he married 
in 1919; three sons: Donald and Kenneth, 
Portland; and Delton, Seattle, Wash.; and 
one daughter, Joan Stevens, Salem, Oreg. 

For the funeral service September 20 
in Immanuel Church, Portland, Rev. 
Emil Becker officiated; the undersigned 
preached and read the committal rites 
in Riverview Cemetery. F. H. KrinKe 


Henry Steger (June 20, 1875, Hunt- 
ington, Ind., to September 18, 1956, 
St. Louis), son of Rev. Henry and Elise 
Stoppenhagen Steger; graduated Con- 
cordia Seminary, Springfield, 1899. 

He served congregations at Johns- 
burg, Pa., 1899—1903; Arenzville, IIl., 
1903—11; Roseland, Ill., 1911—13; Fair- 
banks, Iowa, 1913—18; Newhall, Iowa, 
1918—25; Paullina, Iowa, 1925—39; Saint 
Louis, 1939—43; Maryland Heights, Mo., 
1943—46; and St.Louis, 1946—49, when 
he retired. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Emma Magdefrau, whom he mar- 
ried in 1900; two sons: Wilfred and 
Herbert; and two daughters: Louise 
Dovemuehle; and Helen MHoughtaling, 
Rochester, N. Y. 

For the funeral service September 21 
in Holy Cross Church, St.Louis, the 
undersigned preached and Rev. John W. 
Ott read the graveside rites. 


Pau KOENIG 


Henry F. C. Mueller (April 22, 1879, 
Willow Creek, Minn., to September 22, 
1956, Minneapolis), son of Rev. Henry 
and Dorothea Doegeforde Mueller; grad- 
uated Concordia College, Milwaukee, 
1901, and Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 
1904. 


He served congregations in Kimms- 
wick, Mo., 1904—07; Stewartville, Minn., 
1907—28; Missouri Valley, Iowa, 1928 to 
1944; and What Cheer, Iowa, 1944—48, 
when he retired. 

He is survived by his wife, the for- 
mer Mathilda Hagemann, whom he mar- 
ried in 1904; four sons: Rev. Henry W., 
Waterville, Minn.; Rev. Renatus_ T., 
Bouton, Iowa; Adelbert C., Columbus, 
Ohio; and Wilfred L., National City, 
Calif.; and four daughters: Mathilda 
Bowman, Minneapolis; Dorothea Sim- 
mers, Corte Madera, Calif.; Adeline, 
Washington, D. C.; and Henrietta Med- 
calf, Minneapolis. 

For the funeral service September 25 
in Pilgrim Church, Minneapolis, Rev. R. 
J. Palmer preached and read the com- 
mittal rites in Lakewood Cemetery. The 


undersigned read the obituary and 
represented the Minnesota District. 
H. A. GAMBER 


Harijs Kusils (July 19, 1912, Riga, 
Latvia, to September 24, 1956, Montreal, 
Que., Can.), son of Ludvig and Emma 
Fakovics Kusils; graduated Theological 
School, University of Riga, 1943. 

He held pastorates at Kirkland Lake 
and Wawbewawa, Ont., Can., 1950—53; 
and served Latvian congregations in 
Montreal, Ottawa, and Cornwall, 1953 
until his death. 

He is survived by his wife, the for- 
mer Zelma Liberts, whom he married 
in 1947; and a daughter, Ruth. 

For the funeral service September 29 
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in St. Paul’s Church, Montreal, Rey. 
Emil Velebir and the undersigned 
preached in English; Rev. Viesturs 
Sefers, in Latvian. Rev. Arnolds Lusis 
read the committal rites in Mount Royal 
Cemetery, Montreal. 

Horace H. ErpMan 


Carl A. Runge (December 4, 1859, 
Selz, Pomerania, Germany, to Septem- 
ber 30, 1956, Sioux City, Iowa), son of 
Friedrich and Friedericka Bietz Runge; 
graduated Concordia Seminary, Spring- 
field, 1882. 

He was missionary in Sioux City, 
Iowa, serving the congregation now 
known as St.Paul’s and stations in 
Hinton and Onawa, 
Iowa, and in Yank- 
ton, Rosenberg, and 
Centerville, S. Dak., 
1882—89; pastor of 
Saint Paul’s Church, 
Hanover Township, 
near Charter Oak, 
Towa, and served con- 
gregations in Schles- 


wig, Soldier Town- 
* ship, and Paradise 
Rev. Carl Runge Township, 1889 to 


1934, when he re- 
tired. He was a former chairman of the 
Mission Board of the Iowa District and 
Vice-President of the Iowa District West. 
One of the founders of the Lutheran 
Hospital in Sioux City in 1902, he served 
the hospital as chaplain and for 44 years 
was a member of its board of directors. 

His wife, the former Pauline Dicke, 
whom he married in 1883, died in 1955. 
He is survived by four sons: Teacher 
John, St.Louis; Bernhard, Alta, Iowa; 
Martin, Denison, Iowa; and Alfred, Des 
Moines, Iowa; and three daughters: 
Lydia Nicolaus, Shawano, Wis.; Esther 
Schielke, Altadena, Calif.; and Paula 
Froehlich, Sioux City. 

For the funeral service October 3 in 
Redeemer Church, Sioux City, the un- 
dersigned preached, and Rev. Reuben 
W. Meyer represented the Iowa District 
West. At the second service in St. Paul’s 
Church, Hanover Township, Rev. Adolph 
Zuberbier officiated, the undersigned 
preached, and Vice-President G. B. 
Eschenbacher represented the District. 
Interment was in St.Paul’s Cemetery, 
Hanover Township. WR. Hamrron 


Gerhardt Schmidt (February 23, 1883, 
Chicago, to October 4, 1956, Fergus Falls, 
Minn.), son of William and Sophie Volk- 
mann Schmidt; graduated Concordia 
College, Milwaukee, 1903, and Concordia 
Seminary, St.Louis, 1906. 

He was missionary in Southey, Sask., 
Can., establishing stations in South 
Southey, North Southey, North Mark- 
inch, Duval, and Lipton, 1906—08; and 
held four pastorates in Minnesota: Rush- 
more and Worthington, 1908—14; Blue 
Earth and Winnebago, 1914—37; Brown- 
ton, 1937—49; and Vergas, 1949—1956, 
when he retired. He was a former Visitor 
and member of the Board of Control of 
Concordia College, St. Paul. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Alma Sievers, whom he married 
in 1907; six sons: Rev. Herbert, Saint 
Thomas, N. Dak.; Chaplain Arnold, Knox- 
ville, Iowa; William, Duluth, Minn.; 
Dr. Richard, Kalamazoo, Mich.; Teacher 
Theodore, Detroit; and Rev. Daniel, Rock 
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Springs, Wyo.; and a daughter, Alma 
(wife of Rev. A. J.) Kretzschmar, Bertha, 
Minn. 

For the funeral service October 8 in 
St. John’s Church, Vergas, Rev. Reinhold 
G. Troeger officiated, the undersigned 
preached, Vice-President A. C. Seltz 
spoke for the Minnesota District, and 
Rev. Evert W. Steinhorst read the com- 
mittal rites in St. John’s Cemetery, 


Vergas. Wm. F. KRUEGER 


Announcements 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATES 


Ordained and Installed: 


Conrad, Robert L., Grace, Port Townsend, 
Wash., by R. A. Wegener, Sept. 16. 

McGrath, Donald, Good Shepherd, Laurelton, 
N. Y., by P. George Breuer, Oct. 21. 

Riemer, Frederick, ord. by Ora C. Riemer, 
Aug. 5; inst. Our Savior, Dryden; Trinity, 
Dinorwic; St.Paul, Waldhof, Ont., Can., 
by D. A. Bakalyar, Nov. 4. 


PASTORS 
Commissioned: 


Burgdorf, Lawrence, Brunswick Mission, 
Brunswick, Ohio, by Rudolph C. Brandt, 
Oct. 28. 


Installed: 


Albrecht, Vern H., as institutional missionary 
for Omaha, in Mount Calvary, Omaha, 
Nebr., by Pres. W. E. Homann, Nov. 4 

Braem, Theodore A., Grace, Chisholm, Minn., 
by O. H. Markegraf, Nov. 4. 

Herer, Herbert J., Emmanuel, Cadillac, Mich., 

by W. H. Merce, Nov. 4. 

Hamp, Robert B., St. John, Austin, Minn., by 
H. C. Bentrup, Oct. 28. 

Hartman, Ervin H., Grace, Glen Ellyn, Ill., by 
Paul G. Krentz, Nov. 4. 
Hussmann, Otto B., Trinity, Grand Island, 

Nebr., by O. A. Graebner, Oct. 28. 

Klammer, Enno, Zion, North ‘Highlands, Calif., 
by Martin Schabacker, Jr., Oct. 14. 

Lutz, John H., St.John, Chicago, Ill., by 
Henry Blanke, Oct. 28. 

Pankow, Fred, St. Peter, Houston, Tex., by 
W. W. Niedner, Oct. 28. 

Reichmann, James, St. Paul, Milwaukee, Wis., 
by Richard Reichmann, Nov. 4. 

Rimbach, Raymond W., Bethlehem, ae 
Wash., by Arnold F. ’Beawer, Nov. 

Schaller, Gilbert, St. Matthew, Lemont, “a, by 
William Keturakat, Octw7 

Strickert, Arthur rate Our Redeemer, Dear- 
born, Mich., by H. F. Hensick, Oct. 28. 

Tieman, Delbert, as missionary at large in the 
Eastern District, Rochester, N. Y., by Her- 
man R. Frincke, Oct. 28. 

Weber, William, St.John, Blendon; St. John, 
Robinson, Mich., by Martin W. Brauer, 
Nov. 4. 

Wolfram, Marc, Trinity, Watsonville, Calif., 
by F. W. Boettcher, Oct. 28. 


Installed: TEACHERS 


Baker, Joseph H., St. John, Libby, Mont., by 
Arthur O. Werfelmann, Sept. 2. 


Dorn, Cand. Robert, arther High School 


North, in Bethany, Chicago, Ill., by Paul 
Roeder, Oct. 21. 
Grim, Cand. Edward A., Nassau Christian 


peheeh Mineola, N. Y., by Arthur J. Doege, 

ct. 28. 

Kramer, Cand. Luther J., Bethany, St. Louis, 
Mo., by Adolph Behnke, Sept. 16. 


Luke, Sees Grace, Chicago, Ill., by G. El- 
bert, Oct. 

Stoffregen, as J., Luther High School 
North, in Our Savior, Chicago, Ill., by 
Carl H. Toelke, Oct. 28. 

Tewes, Cand. Wilbur, Spokane Lutheran 
School, in St.John, Spokane, Wash., by 


Theodore E. Dorpat, Oct. 14. 


Official! Notice 


Rev. Carl Stapf, Vermillion, S.Dak., has 
been appointed Visitor of the Yankton Circuit 
to succeed Rev. Andrew Szegedin, who ac- 
cepted a call to the Texas District. — Pum 
MuEtteErR, President, South Dakota District. 
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Election Result 


Prof. Ernest F. Scaer, M. A., has been called 
to the presidency of California Concordia Col- 
lege. — Paut HucutrHausen, Secretary, Board 
of Control, California Concordia College. 


Warning 


A man who identifies himself as “R. B. U., 
M. D., 32 Lewers Road, Honolulu, T. H. 
(Queen’s Hospital)” is an impostor who is 
using the name of Our Redeemer Congrega- 
tion in Honolulu and of the Queen’s Hospital 
of Honolulu without their permission. He has 
never been associated with either. His story 
is that he is lecturing on medical matters, that 
his clothing was stolen on a train, that he 
needs money for food or a train trip back to 
the West Coast. The Better Business Bureau 
of Honolulu has on file two dozen complaints 
against this man, with hearsay complaints 
totaling perhaps one hundred. Most of these 
are from Lutheran pastors, Baptist ministers, 
and welfare organizations. Do not lend this 
man any money. If approached for a loan, 
notify the Better Business Bureau of Hono- 
as or of your own city. — W. A. SCHROEDER, 

astor. 


Notices 


Tax information on vicarage salaries for 
1956 St. Louis Seminary graduates now avail- 
able from Field Work Office, 801 De Mun, 
St. Louis 5, Mo. — K. H. BrerMerer. 


Available 


To any congregation in Synod: approx- 
imately 125 old-type school desks of all sizes. 
No charge, but desks must be picked up at 
Immanuel Lutheran School, Seventh and Mad- 
ison Sts., St. Charles, Mo. For more informa- 
tion call I. N. RICHARDSON, 110 College ODr., 
St. Charles, Mo. Phone: RAndolph 5-0816. 


Seven complete double-sash window frames 
with tinted marine antique glass, suitable for 
colonial church. Free, except for cost of 
shipping and handling. — RepEEMER LUTHERAN 
CuurcH, 4360 Boyd Ave., The Bronx 66, N. Y. 


Twenty-five copies of Evangelical Lutheran 
Hymn-Book (1927 edition) available for trans- 
portation cost. — Rev. Erwin J. Kows, Box 656, 
Bethalto, Ill. 


Will donate to any mission where needed 
two sets (green and white) of paraments for 
pulpit, lectern, and altar. — ImmMaNuEL Lvu- 
Oe tie 1301 E. Fairchild St., Dan- 
ville, E 


To any mission: complete silver-plated 
Communion set for cost of transportation. — 
Rev. O. A. ScHEDLER, 603 S. 37th St., Louis- 
ville 11, Ky. 


Wanted 


Copies of Excell’s Anthems for the Choir, 
Vols. I and II combined. Will pay transporta- 
tion. — Rev. E. W. M. Brewer, Glidden, Iowa. 


Oak baptismal font for St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Arena, N. Dak. Congregation will pay 
shipping charges. — Rev. Norsert J. Lucu, 
Box 186, McClusky, N. Dak. 


Pews for new mission. Would like close-up 
picture to see design. — St. Mark’s LuTHERAN 
CuurcH, T. H. Merrill, 317 17th St., N. W., 
Minot, N. Dak. 


Folding chairs for mission congregation. — 
Mrs. RutH Curtis, R.1, Box 144, Eagle Point, 
Oreg. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Arndt, Ferdinand, Caixa Postal 8, 
Tres de Maio, R.G.S., Brazil, S. A. 

Ave-Lallemant, Walter M., 
R.1, Emerald, Wis. 

Bertermann, Martin A., 1207 Tenth, 
Bay City, Mich. 

Braem, Theodore A., 405 Tenth St., N. W., 
Chisholm, Minn. 

Burgdorf, Lawrence A., R. 4, Pearl Rd., 
Brunswick, Ohio 

Busse, William A., 1905s Gladden Ave., 
Gallup, N. Mex. 

Geidel, Arthur W., ue aan 
Mastic Beach, ity DievN 

Glienke, Herman J., Box Ti, 
Nueva Gerona, Isle of Pines, Cuba 

Griesse, Robert L., 281 Rhode Hall Ave., 
Spotswood, N. J. 
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Haltner, Robert E., 

St. John Lutheran Church, Vergas, Minn. 
Hartman, Ervin H., 497 Forest Ave., 

Glen Ellyn, Ill. 

Hasz, Martin J., 59 Oak St., Bridgeton, N. J. 
Hinlicky, William P., 179 E. Main, 
Patchogue, N. Y. 
Hussmann, Otto B., 107 W. 15th St., 
Grand Island, Nebr. 
Iben, Harold, 9907 Sappington Rd., 
St. Louis 23, Mo. 
Kasten, Horst H., 284 Scott, 

St. Catharines, Ont., Can. 

Klatt, Norman E., c.7.m:, 5219'S. E., Cooper 

Portland 6, Oreg. 

Koehler, Wilbur L., 13181 96th Ave., 

R. 13, New Westminster, B.C Gan. 
Krieger, Eugene, 9214 Wakefield Ave., 

Van Nuys, Calif. 
Kunz, Robert T., 807 E. Park, Palestine, Tex 
Meyer, John W., R. 4, Mattoon, Til. 

Pebler, William com 8200 James Reed Rd., 

Kansas City 33, 

Rader, Robert B., 330 N. Eighth St., 

East St. Louis, ‘Th. 

Schick, George V., Ph. D., 6364 San Bonita, 

Clayton 5, Mo. 

Schumacher, Fred, Northwest Highway at 

Portland, Box 7181, 

Oklahoma City 12, Okla. 

Senn, Arthur, R. 4, Wauseon, Ohio 
Shackell, Maurice G., 771 Main, 

Grafton, Ohio 
Sheppard, James R., Holloway, Minn. 
Steiner, Luther P., 11144 Rincon Dr., 

Whittier, Calif. 

Szegedin, Andrew, 105 Ave. B, 

Hereford, Tex. 

Thalacker, Chester L., 1305 Havana, 

Fort Pierce, Fla. 

Weber, William, c/o St. John’s Lutheran 

Church, Blendon, Mich. 

Werfelmann, Martin H., 96 Estates Dr., 

Danville, Calif. 

Wolfram, Marcus, Van Ness and Wall St., 

Watsonville, Calif. 

Zwintscher, Victor H., 2627 Winnebago, 

St. Louis 18, Mo. 


Teachers: 
Bahr, Edward F., 3335 N. 91st St., 
Milwaukee 16, Wis. 
Bleeke, John H., 1300 Jefferson St., 
Racine, Wis 
Brauer, Paul G., 1115 Le Green St., 
Houston 9, Tex. 
Bredehoeft, Erich, 921 Jackson, 
Sioux City, Iowa 
Chapmann, Wayne G., 13768 Filmore St., 
Pacoima, Calif. 
Delventhal, Wayne, 2003 Downing Dr., 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Engebrecht, Franklin, 18110 22 Mile Rd., 
Utica, Mich. 
Evers, Ferdinand M., 409 Plum St., 
Collinsville, Ill. 
Griebel, Hugo C., em., 7300 Marietta Ave., 
Maplewood 17, Mo. 
“Haas, Walter D., Box 152, Pomeroy, Iowa 
Hellwege, Otto A., 2745 Sixth St., 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 
Kaiser, Roy, 13063 Algonac, Detroit 5, Mich. 
Koch, Theodore J., em., R. 8, Columbus, Ind. 
Meyer, Elmer G., 66 S. Hood, Peru, Ind. 
Muehl, Walter C., 6700 Southeastern Ave., 
Indianapolis 19, Ind. 
Oldehoeft, Walter, 6814 Minnesota Ave., 
St. Louis 11, Mo. 
Schwier, Paul W., 5419 N. Lieb, 
Chicago 30, Ill. 
Sommerfeldt, Albert G., 1215 N. 17th, 
Sheboygan, Wis. 
Sylwester, H. James, R. 7, Box 220, 
Vancouver, Wash. 
Temme, Edwin G., 441 W. Bradley Rd., 
Milwaukee 17, Wis. 
Wellander, Ronald, 6250 S. Mozart, Apt. 207, 
Chicago 29, Ill. 
Zeddies, Leslie R., 1117 N. Lombard, 
Oak Park, Il. 


_ Notice 


Articles, church news, announce- 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LuTHERAN WItTNEss, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the Editorial Of- 
fice, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and _ teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


One or more of these new 
1 CONCORDIA publications 
will prove just the “right” 
gift for that teen-ager — 
for Mom, Dad, Aunt, 
Grandparents, friends. Of 
course, you'll want to make 
this a “book” Christmas 
for yourself, too! 


WHEN THE LIGHTS 
ARE LOW 


BY HENRY RISCHE 


A new book of inspiration! 
Those who appreciate deep senti- 
ments expressed with beauty and 
sincerity, will want to own this 
new book of enduring Christian 
truths. 

The book is bound in a color- 
ful, de luxe binding. Both the out- 
side as well as the inside breathe 
quality and book craftsmanship. 
Makes a highly appropriate, ap- 
pealing gift for Christmas. 

Order No. 15W1808 

Approximately 200 pages 

Cloth. $2.50 


CONCORDIA 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Sr. Louts 18, Missouri 


Please send me: 


eee SW 1808; WHEN 
LIGHTS ARE LOW, 
Henry Rische, @ $2.50 
6W 1060, MEDITATIONS 
FROM PORTALS OF 
PRAYER, Various authors 
@ $2.50 


See doWiee?, . .MARTIN: LU- 
THER — SAINT AND SIN- 
NER, by Theo. J. Kleinhans 
@ $1.65 


15W1804, THE VOICE OF 
CONSCIENCE, by Alfred M. 
Rehwinkel, @ $2.75 


———.. 15W1778, LABOR, INDUS- 
TRY, AND THE CHURCH, 
by John Daniel, @ $3.00 


I enclose $ 


_ Name 
‘ Address - 


MEDITATIONS from 


Portals of Prayer 
BY VARIOUS AUTHORS 


New, Special Twentieth Anni- 
versary Edition! Contains se- 
lected meditations for every day 
of the year — 378 daily devo- 
tions by 65 different authors. 
You will draw strength, courage, 
and hope from its pages year 
after year. Will also make a most 
meaningful Christmas gift for 
friends and relatives in convales- 
cent homes and homes for the 
aged — and for young people 
away from home at college or 
in the military services. 


Order No. 6W1060 
Approximately 380 pages 
Cloth. $2.50 


THE VOICE OF 
CONSCIENCE 


BY 
ALFRED M. REHWINKEL 


Those who are familiar with 
the sweep, scope, and virility of 
Dr. Rehwinkel’s writing, lectur- 
ing, and preaching will be happy 
to learn of this new book from 
his pen. It’s designed to help 
clarify the concepts of conscience 
and fundamental morality, and 
man’s responsibility to God. 
Christians of all classes — es- 
pecially students, doctors, nurses, 
chaplains, social workers will be 
grateful for the guidance and in- 
sight this new book will bring. 


Order No. 15W1804 
Approximately 192 pages 
: Cloth. $2.75 


MARTIN LUTHER — 


Saint and Sinner 


BY 
THEODORE J. KLEINHANS 


This new book amply _illus- 
trates that while Luther was ad- 
mittedly human, with sinful frail- 
ties and weaknesses, with the 
devil, the world, and the flesh be- 
setting him throughout his life, 
he nevertheless found the en- 
livening power of God’s grace 
a victorious, inspiring, and ener- 
gizing influence such as God in- 
tends it to be for those who be- 
come His “saints” through faith 
in the Redeemer. 


Order No. 15W1227 
144 pages. Cloth. $1.65 


LABOR, INDUSTRY, 
and the CHURCH 


BY JOHN DANIEL 


A comprehensive discussion of 
industrial and labor problems, 
with Christian applications. Into 
the competitive arena of com- 
merce and industry, John Daniel 
brings a message for the millions 
of Christians who have a personal 
stake in the way the game is 
played and the prizes to be won. 

All who want their Christian 
faith to work a seven-day week 
will find Labor, Industry, and the 
Church both helpful and enlight- 
ening. 

Order No. 1SW1778 

240 pages. Cloth. $3.00 


COMING! 
-- on January I, 195/- - 
A New and Enlarged 


Lutheran 
Witness 


More Pages (8)! 
More News! 
More Pictures! 


More Features! 


To bring you extra information and Of course, the WITNESS will also 
bring you 


reading enjoyment in 1957, 8 pages have «Significant religious developments in 


the nation and the world 
been added to the WITNESs — 8 pages of 


yzSynodical activities 


special features with unusual appeal. You'll Reports on auxiliary organizations 


also appreciate the attractive, readable District happenings 


< : Doctrinal articles — related to life 
design, the added news and pictures, the 


y~ Devotional articles : <a 
“success” stories of sister congregations, y«Comments on the news 4 
am 4 


the new column on “Lutheran Customs.” Messages from Synod’s President and asa 
other synodical officials 


Keep fully informed through the new y= ““What’s the Answer’? forum for your 
and enlarged “Lutheran Witness” dbctrinal questions 


* 
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